
1st Timothy Lesson #51                                                                                          7-18-10 

1.  Last week I exegeted in part 1Ti 1:12 and when time expired we were in the process of 
studying the Doctrine of the Mystery.  

2.  Before we resume our exegesis you may want to use the provisions of 1Jo 1:9 by 
silently naming your sins to God as the Holy Spirit may or may not show.

3.  Now we are ready to continue our analysis of Paul's letter to Timothy, but first an 
expanded translation of 1Ti 1:8-11.  

1Ti 1:8 But we know the Mosaic law is most certainly good, if it is used 
lawfully;
1Ti 1:9 you have certainly been taught and now know that the Mosaic law 
was not established for the mature believer, but instead it is for those who 
break the law, for those who are undisciplined and habitually reject 
authority, for those easily influenced by evil, for those dominated by their 
old sin natures, and for those who strike or murder their parents, and 
murderers in general,
1Ti 1:10 for fornicators and adulterers, for homosexuals, for kidnappers, 
for habitual liars, for perjurers and anything else which is contrary to God's 
protocol;
1Ti 1:11 which such sound doctrine conforms to the glorious gospel of our 
blessed God, concerning which I have been entrusted.
 
4.  I want to review some of that learned last week and then begin new material at point 
10 on page 4.

5.  Verse 12 has been translated in its entirety in the KJV.

KJV - New Sentence
1Ti 1:12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that he counted 
me faithful, putting me into the ministry;

6.  We have exegeted the phrase "and I thank ..." noting it might better be translated "I, 
Paul, keep on having and holding a mental attitude of thanksgiving ..."  Now 
let's return to our study of  the Doctrine of the Mystery.

Doctrine of the Mystery

1.  The Greek word Musterion is that which is primarily known to the Mustes, "the 
initiated." 

2.  In the New Testament "Musterion" denotes not the mysterious but that which is 
outside the range of unassisted apprehension.

3.  Comprehension, and thus apprehension, is made possible only by divine revelation, 
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in a manner and at a time appointed by God and to those only who are illumined by His 
Spirit.

Col 1:26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now 
disclosed to the saints.

4.  There was an inkling of the mystery protocol in the Kingdom Age.

Mar 4:10 When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around him asked him about 
the parables.
Mar 4:11 He told them,"The secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to 
those on the outside everything is said in parables.

5.  The mystery, as used in the Epistles, refers to doctrines not provided in other 
dispensations.

Eph 3:2 Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace that was given to 
me for you,
Eph 3:3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written 
briefly.
Eph 3:4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery 
of Christ,
Eph 3:5 which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been 
revealed by the Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets.

6.  Both the prophets of old and even angels desired to know the mystery doctrines 
available to us.  We are VIPs!

1Pe 1:9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls.
1Pe 1:10 Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to 
come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care,
1Pe 1:11 trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in 
them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would 
follow.
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1Pe 1:12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when 
they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the 
gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these 
things.

7.  The mystery doctrines were not revealed in the Old Testament. 

Rom 16:25 Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation 
of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past,
Rom 16:26 but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the 
command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him--

7.1  Israel's Old Testament view of the dispensation chart is certainly different from our 
view.  They expected to go from the Age of Israel to a forever Kingdom.

 

7.2  Israel rejected their Messiah, thus the need for the Church Age, the Tribulation and 
the Millennium.
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8.  Israel (true Israel--believing Israel) will learn the mystery later in the Tribulation and 
Millennium. Rom 11:24-26  True Israel is defined in Rom 9:6-13.

Rom 11:25 I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may 
not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening in part until the full number of the 
Gentiles has come in.
Rom 11:26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: "The deliverer will come from 
Zion; he will turn godlessness away from Jacob.

Rom 9:6 Not as though the word of God hath taken none effect. For they are not all 
Israel, which are of Israel:
Rom 9:7 Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In 
Isaac shall thy seed be called.
Rom 9:8 That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of 
God: but the children of the promise are counted for the seed.
Rom 9:9 For this is the word of promise, At this time will I come, and Sarah shall have a 
son.
Rom 9:10 And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by our 
father Isaac;
Rom 9:11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that 
the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that 
calleth;)
Rom 9:12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger.
Rom 9:13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated.

9.  The mystery was known in eternity past and is part of God's divine decrees. 

1Co 2:7 No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that 
God destined for our glory before time began.
1Co 2:8 None of the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory.
1Co 2:9 However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has 
conceived what God has prepared for those who love him"--
1Co 2:10 but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even 
the deep things of God.
1Co 2:11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit 
within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.
1Co 2:12 We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, 
that we may understand what God has freely given us.
1Co 2:13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words 
taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.
1Co 2:14 The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the 
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because 
they are spiritually discerned.

10.  Every pastor-teacher is a steward of the mystery. 
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1Co 4:1 So then, men ought to regard us as servants of Christ and as those entrusted 
with the secret things of God.
1Co 4:2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.
11.  The Rapture is part of the mystery.

1Co 15:51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed--
1Co 15:52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.

12.  The revelation of the mystery had to await the Church Age and God's perfect timing. 

Eph 1:9 And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, 
which he purposed in Christ,
Eph 1:10 to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment--to bring 
all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.

13.  Knowing about the mystery is a requirement for both the pastor-teacher and the 
deacon.

1Ti 3:9 Like the pastor-teacher the deacon of must hold the mystery of the faith in a pure 
conscience.
1Ti 3:10 And let them also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being 
found blameless.

14.  Now let's see how our verse 12 looks so far by way of an expanded translation.

Expanded Translation
1Ti 1:12 I, Paul, keep on having a mental attitude of thanksgiving ... or "I 
keep on giving thanks to ..."

15.  Now for the phrase "Christ Jesus our Lord."

CHRIST  JESUS  OUR  LORD   Χριστοσ   Ιησουσ  ο  Κυριοσ   Εγω
1.  Christos Iesous Ho Kurios Ego is well translated "Christ Jesus our Lord ..." or 
literally "Christ Jesus the Lord of ours ..."  

2.  Christos is a noun declined as a dative singular followed by the noun Iesous, 
declined as a genitive singular, and the monadic noun Kurios, declined as a dative 
singular.  Kurios is followed by the descriptive pronoun Ego, declined as a genitive 
plural. 

3.  And now for the phrase "who hath enabled me."

5



WHO  HATH  ENABLED  ME    ενδυναµοω   εγω
1.  Endunamoo Ego is better translated "Who provided me the power ..." or "Who, 
Christ, provided me the inherent power and invigoration ..."

2.  Endunamoo is a verb parsed as an aorist active participle followed by the pronoun 
Ego, declined as an accusative singular.  The aorist participle precedes the action of the 
main verb Hegeomai, translated "counted."  Paul was enabled and then counted 
worthy. 

3.  Endunamoo means "to render strong" (it is a compound consisting of En, meaning 
"in," and Dunamis, meaning "power").  It is translated "enabled" in our verse, but 
more literally it means "to be inwardly strengthened," suggesting strength in soul and 
purpose. 

Acts 9:22 Yet Saul "grew" more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in 
Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Christ.

Rom 4:20 Yet Abraham did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, 
but 'was strengthened' in his faith and gave glory to God,
Rom 4:21 being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.
Rom 4:22 This is why "it was credited to him as righteousness."

Eph 6:10 Finally, "be strong" in the Lord and in his mighty power.
Eph 6:11 Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's 
schemes.
Eph 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly realms.
 
Phi 4:13 I can do all things through Christ which (better Who) "strengtheneth" me.

End Lesson Taught 7-18-2010
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