
 
Doctrine of Positional Truth 

 
1.  The Holy Spirit joined us to Christ at the moment of salvation. 
 
1Co 12:13 For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, 
slave or free--and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 
 
Joh 7:38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will 
flow from within him." 
Joh 7:39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to 
receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been 
glorified. 
 

 
 
Acts 1:4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: 
"Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have 
heard me speak about. 
Acts 1:5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit." 
 
2.  Positional Truth belongs to the carnal believer as well as the spiritual believer. 
 



  
 
1Co 1:2 To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to 
be holy, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ--their Lord and ours: 
 
1Co 1:30 It is because of  the God that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us 
wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 
 
3.  Positional Truth qualifies the believer to be with God forever.  Joh 3:16-18 
 
Joh 3:16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
Joh 3:17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save 
the world through him. 
Joh 3:18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 
stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and 
only Son. 
 
2Co 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God. 
 
4.  Positional Sanctification protects the believer from divine judgment in eternity. 
 



 
 
Rom 8:1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 
 
5.  Positional Truth explains two of the most complex and difficult stumbling blocks in 
theology, i.e., election and predestination. 
 
 
Eph 1:3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 
Eph 1:4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless 
in his sight. In love 
Eph 1:5 he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance 
with his pleasure and will-- 
Eph 1:6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he 
loves. 
 
Rom 8:29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness 
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
Rom 8:30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; 
those he justified, he also glorified. 
Rom 8:31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? 
Rom 8:32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all--how will he not 
also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 
Rom 8:33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who 
justifies. 
 
6.  Positional Truth produces a new species in Christ. 
 



 
 
2Co 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new 
has come! 
2Co 5:18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation: 
2Co 5:19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's 
sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 
 
7.  Positional Truth guarantees eternal security of the believer. 
 
Rom 8:38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 
Rom 8:39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
8.  Positional Truth is then retroactive and yet current. 
 
8.1  Retroactive 
 
Col 2:12 having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith 
in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. 
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8.2  Current:  We share 
 
8.2.1  the eternal life of Christ now - 
 
1Jo 5:11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. 
1Jo 5:12 He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not 
have life. 
 
8.2.2  Jesus' righteousness - 
 
2Co 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 
the righteousness of God. 
 
 
8.2.3  Jesus' election -  
 
Eph 1:4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless 
in his sight. 
 
9.  The characteristics of positional truth: 
 
9.1  not an experience, 
 
9.2  not progressive, 
 
9.3  not related to our merit, 
 
9.4  it lasts forever, 
 
9.5  obtained in total at salvation, and 
 



9.6  we become aware of positional truth through the consistent metabolization of 
doctrine. 
 
10.  There is probably no phrase in Scripture which more clearly defines the essential 
status of a Christian than the prepositional phrase “in the Lord.”  The Church Age 
Christian, as the most essential recipient of God’s handiwork, has received the 
marvelous distinction of being “in the Lord.”   
 
11.  There has never been a description with so far-reaching or greater meaning to 
humanity than this little but powerful phrase “in the Lord.”  This phrase with its 
equivalents “In Christ Jesus, In Him, Through Him” and “With Him” appears more than 
130 times in the New Testament.   
 
12.  This most important fact must not be slighted.  Over against the emphasis which is 
given in this truth, is the corresponding fact that there is no hint of a possible position 
“in the Lord” in any teaching of the law or the kingdom.  This alone should sound the 
clarion for each and every Christian to know what is meant by this phrase “in Christ.”   
 
13.  The believer’s present position “in Christ” is not seen in type or prophecy.  In the 
ages past it was a secret hid in the heart and mind of God.  “He who hath chosen us in 
Him before the foundation of the world” has elected to reveal this magnificent truth to 
only Church Age saints.  Eph 1:4-12 describes our new position “in Him” and I shall 
read: 
 
Eph 1:4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that 
we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 
 
Eph 1:5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to 
himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 
Eph 1:6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the 
beloved. 
Eph 1:7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of his grace; 
Eph 1:8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 
Eph 1:9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 
Eph 1:10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one 
all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him: 
Eph 1:11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according 
to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: 
Eph 1:12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ. 
 
14.  Growing out of this glorious relationship of being “in the Lord” is a most natural 
responsibility of walking worthy of the calling.  Eph 4:1-2 and 2:10 
 
Eph 4:1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you 
have received. 



Eph 4:2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 
 
Eph 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that we should walk in them. 
 
15.  To be “in the Lord” is to reside in the sphere of His own infinite Person, power, and 
glory.  He surrounds, He protects, He separates from all else and He indwells the one 
who is “in Him.”   
 
16.  He also supplies in Himself all that a soul will ever need in time and eternity.  The 
union of which is formed in Christ is deeper than any relationship the human mind has 
ever conceived.   
 
17.  Christ likens the union between Himself and the believer to the vital organic 
relation that exists between the vine and its living branches.  The branch is in the vine 
and the life of the vine is in the branch; but the branch possesses no independent life in 
itself.   
 
18.  It cannot exist apart from the vine.  In like manner, the fruit and every 
manifestation of life in the branch is due to the ceaseless inflow of vitality from the vine.  
The fruit is as much the fruit of the vine as it is the fruit of the branch.  Thus it is with 
the one who is “in the Lord.” 
 
19.  From this analogy it should be observed that the unity between Christ and the 
believer is twofold:  The believer is “in Christ” and Christ is “in the believer.”  The 
believer is “in Christ as to “all things temporal and eternal” and Christ is “in the believer 
giving life, character and dynamic for living “in Him.” 
 
20.  Though we may not feel the reality, it is a fact, Christ is in us and we are in Him.  
We are His and as His we have uniquely been provided a position “in Christ, our Lord.”  
It is from our new position that we should serve Him.    


