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Doctrine of the Fourth Generation Curse 
 
1. The curse is mentioned several places in Scripture: 
 
Exo 20:4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven 
above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. 
Exo 20:5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, 
am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the "third and 
fourth generation" of those who hate me, 
 
Exo 34:7 Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and 
that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children, and upon the children's children, unto the "third and to the fourth generation." 
 
Num 14:18 The LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and 
transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children unto the "third and fourth generation." 
 
Deu 5:9 Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy 
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the 
"third and fourth generation" of them that hate me, 
 
2. God has established a principle to resolve the problem of prolonged negative volition 
to the Word. 
 
3. That principle has been called the fourth generation curse. 
 
3.1 Though the principle applies to Israel directly there is no reason to believe it does not 
apply today. It most likely still applies to nations, families and individuals where 
extended negative volition continues for more than four generations. 
 
4. God protects the human race through the four generation curse. When there is no 
change in response to the overtures of God during four generations, He severely 
disciplines the individuals, families and/or nations. 
 
5. After four generations, if there is no positive change and a corrupted state is reached 
such as is described in Rom 1:18-32, God, in order to avoid corruption of the entire 
human race, decrees the fourth generation curse--death and destruction. 
 
Rom 1:18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness 
and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 
Rom 1:19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made 
it plain to them. 
Rom 1:20 For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-- his eternal power 
and divine nature-- have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, 
so that men are without excuse. 
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Rom 1:21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave 
thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
Rom 1:22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 
Rom 1:23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like 
mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 
Rom 1:24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual 
impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. 
Rom 1:25 They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created 
things rather than the Creator-- who is forever praised. Amen. 
Rom 1:26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women 
exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. 
Rom 1:27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women and 
were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men, 
and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion. 
Rom 1:28 Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of 
God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done. 
Rom 1:29 They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and 
depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 
Rom 1:30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of 
doing evil; they disobey their parents; 
Rom 1:31 they are senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 
Rom 1:32 Although they know God's righteous decree that those who do such things 
deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those 
who practice them. 
 
6. The fourth generation curse is closely related to the sin unto death and the application 
of the fifth cycle of discipline. 


