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The Doctrine of Angelic Communication
1. God's watch care for the believer is beyond human comprehension.

Luk 12:6 Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and not one of them is forgotten
before God?

Luk 12:7 But even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not therefore: ye
are of more value than many sparrows.

1.1 God has even provided us with a guardian angel who keegpus alive and functioning
in this the devil's world.

Mat 18:10 Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for | say unto you, That
in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven.

1.2 The work of our angelc centurion is perpetual; he keeps the fiery wall about us
stoked.

2. Nowhere in the Bible however does it teach that angels communicate with man after
60 AD; there is one possible exception.

Heb 13:2 Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have
entertained angels without knowing it.

2.1 But even in this case the human entertains the angel without knowing it.

2.2 The last time in Scripture where an angel is said to communicate with man is our
verse Acts 27:23 in roughly 60 AD.

2.3 Since the wordAngelos means messenger and since clearly Paul indicates the
angel who communicated with him in Acts 27:23-25 was the Lord Jesus Christ; we know
as a fact even this last appearance was not angelic but a Christophany.

2.4 As Scipture unfolds there are many things which change. We have certainly
observed this in numerous categorical studies.

3. There is great emphasis today on angels. There was most recently a very popular TV
series calledTouched By An Angel , people speak almut angels often, there are people
on TV featured who have been delivered from danger by angels, conversed with angels
etc.

3.1 Most of the people featured who have been delivered from danger by angels are
either nominal Christians, or people who proudly proclaim they are not religious and
many say they have no interest in matters spiritual in fact most are liberal thinkers when
it comes to religion.



4. Given the above, let's review what the Bible teaches about this subject of angelic
interventio nfcommunication in order to be forewarned and thus forearmed.

5. As a general warning we must never turn our intellect over to anything, person or
persons be they homo saipien or angel. The devil is capable of appearing as an elect
angel.

2Co 11:14 Ancho wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of light.

5.1 God has provided what we are to do when confronted by Satanic influence: "resist
the devil and he will flee."

Jam 4:7 Submit yourselves therefore to God.Resist the devil , and he will flee from
you.

6. Satan very often has befriended people and then led them astray into a master slave
relationship. There are many anecdotal evidences of this from those poor souls who
have chosen to dabble in the New Age/Occult phenomena.

Four examples of documented cases:

Will Barron in Scotland became a follower of New Age practices in hopes of finding
peace. He in 1981 discovered his spirit guide who was a sweet king and most gentle.
The guide offered peace like Will had been seeking, completelytaking over his life. All
decisions were made by the guide and things went well for a significant period of time
and then things went south, events in his life became unbearable. In 1987 he gave up
the fraud of New Age principles and accepted Christ as @avior.

David Barr had a similar experience but his spirit guide made him rich and famous

giving him a gift of knowledge about semi-precious and precious stones. He traveled the
world lecturing and writing about gems and their effects on man while being a ttended

by his guide. Things turned south soon however and his sufferings, like Will Barron
became unbearable. He too accepted Christ as his Savior.

Bishop Pike sought knowledge of why his son had committed suicide so he sought out
mediums to communicat e with his dead son. He found peace from several apparitions
concerning the boy and later even communicated with the boy.

He pursued his new interest in divination finding great peace however his spirit guide
ultimately led him into the desert where he was promised a visit from his long lost son.
His remains were later found. He had died of dehydration and sun stroke.

Joseph Smith found an appearance of an angel helpful. He was told to look under a rock
where the book of Mormons would be found and lo and behold there it was and many
read it today as a new revelation from God.

7. Even if a messenger from Heaven appears then he, she and/or it must only be
measured by Scripture as to message and content.
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Gal 1:8-9 "But though we, or an angel from Heaven, preach any other Gospel unto you
than that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed.

As we said before so say | now again, if any man preach any other Gospel unto you than
that you have received, let him be accursed.”

7.1 The reason forthis special "caveat" is found in 1Co 11:14 and 15.

1Co11:14 5 AAnd no marvel, for Satan himself is t
Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of
righteousness; whoseendshda | be according to their works.o

7.2 The power of Satan therefore is so great we as "humankind" cannot tell from whom
or from where any messenger comes. We will only be able to make such judgments
when we receive our new natures, mind and body in PhasdlIl and reign with Christ.

Mat 7:22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy
name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful
works?

Mat 7:23 And then will | profess unto them, | never knew you: depart from me, ye that
work iniquity.

8. All extra Biblical revelation is "a no no." We would do well to compare Heb 1:12
with 1Co 2:16; 1Pe 4:1; Rom 12:2 and Phi 2:5 for greater insight of the importance of
studying what we do have in terms of the mind of Christ.

Heb 1:1:2 "God, Who at various times and in different ways spoke in time past unto the
fathers by the prophets. Has in these last days spoken unto us by His Son, Who He hath
appointed heir of all things, by Whom also He made the worlds;"

1Co 2:16 "For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?" But we
have the mind of Christ.

1Pe 4:1 Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same
attitude, because he who has suffered in his bog is done with sin.

Rom 12:2 Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--
his good, pleasing and perfect will.

Phi 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

9. We might do well to ask ourselves the question.

9.1 Would a God who cares for the very hairs of our head leave us in time to receive
angelic communication from an angelic super creature who has the ability to
masquerade as an elect angel?

9.2 Satan and his demons can become angels of light and Satan himself walks about
planet earth seeking to devour God's people.
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2Co 11:14 And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light.

1Pe 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour:

9.3 He is so powerful that even Michael would not rebuke him except in the name and
at the urging of Jesus Christ.

Jude 1:9 YetMichael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about
the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord
rebuke thee.

10. Elect angels are spirits assigned to minister to believers, a fact because Gbhas
revealed it to us in His Word. Mat 18:10; Heb 1:14 and Psa 91:11

Heb 1:14 Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be
heirs of salvation?

Psa 91:11 For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thigeall thy ways.

10.1 Just because we have a guardian angel does not mean we should assume they speak
to us today.

10.2 God would never leave you in a situation where a power like Satan could influence
you to the extent of verbal presentation.

10.3 Satan is far too smart for us.
10.4 Satan is capable of performing great and wondrous deeds.

10.5 Once he is established in your mind as being of God, it is then you have serious
problems about which to attend.



Doctrine of Anti-Semitism
1. Gen 12:13 provides a summary statement of this Doctrine.
Gen 12:1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy
kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that | will show thee:
Gen 12:2 And | will make of theegaeat nation, and | will bless thee, and make thy nhame great;
and thou shalt be a blessing:
Gen 12:3 And | will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall
all families of the earth be blessed.
2. Pattern of Antisemitm:

2.1 Anation or anyone who persecutes the Jews will receive discipline often resulting in
national destruction.

2.2 God disciplines his own people and does not need our help.
2.3 Nations who treat the Jew properly will prosper provided they hpweta

2.4 Antisemitism is inspired by Satan; it is designed to rid the world of Jews so Christ will have
no nation and/or earthly people when He returns.

2.5 Since the Decrees of God are immutable there will always be Jews no matter how the
nations ty to destroy them.

3. Afew examples of Anti/Pr&emitism are:

3.1 the Babylonians in 606 B(hegative,

3.2 the Persians in 54888 BC- positive,

3.3 the Assyrians in 720 Bhegative,

3.4 Alexander the Great in 320 B@ositive,

3.5 RomarEmpire- positive at first; later to become Antisemitic,

3.6 the Seleucidsnegative,

3.7 Spain in 140AQ500- negative,

3.8 England in 1500 to 192(positive,

3.8.1 England after 1920 denounced the Balfour Declaration of-I8dgative,

3.8.2 England in 1948 sided with Palestinians against lsregjative,
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3.9 Germany under Hitlemegative,

3.10 The United State of Ameriegenerally positive,

3.11 Poland in World War Hnegative,

3.12 the Soviet Union from 1914 forwardegative.

4. Concept of Israel:

4.1 Racially speaking a Jew is anyone with the genes of Abraham.

4.2 Aregenerate Jew becomes a Spiritual Jew at faith in Christ. Reld &red Gal 3:28

Rom 9:6 Not as though the word of God hath taken none efi@cth&y are not all Israel, which
are of Israel:

Rom 9:7 Neither, because they are the seed of Abraham, are they all children: but, In Isaac shall
thy seed be called.

Rom 9:8 That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the chil@Gea: dut

the children of the promise are counted for the seed.

Rom 9:9 For this is the word of promise, At this time will | come, and Sarah shall have a son.
Rom 9:10 And not only this; but when Rebecca also had conceived by one, even by our father
Isaac;

Rom 9:11 (For the children being not yet born, neither having done any good or evil, that the
purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of him that calleth;)

Rom 9:12 It was said unto her, The elder shall serve the younger.

Rom 913 As it is written, Jacob have | loved, but Esau have | hated.

Rom 9:14 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid.

Gal 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor
female: forye are all one in Christ Jesus.

5. How do you evaluate a Jew?

5.1 As an individual you evaluate a Jew like anyone else.

5.2 As a "nation” they are to be evaluated according to God's establishment principles.

5.3 As a fellow citizen of the Unitestates they are to be evaluated as to their political/social
standards.

5.4 All Jews must therefore be evaluated according to Biblical standards e.g. Marx and Engels
were two very evil Jews.
5.5 When a racial Jew becomes a Christian, you do not evdieate

6. Keep in mind Jewish Christians without Doctrine are just like Gentile Christians without
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Doctrine.

7. The future of the Jew:

7.1 As a believer he/she has eternal life.

7.2 As an unbeliever he/she will end up in Hell.

7.3 In the Tribulaon Israel will become God's catalyst.

7.4 Born again Jews, like born again Gentiles who survive the Tribulation, will move into the
Millennium.

7.5 In the Millennium the Jew will show the rest of the world how to live.
8. How to evaluate Israel toglas a nation:

R. B. Thieme, Antisemitism , 1974, "This poses something of a problem. What remained
of the once- great Jewish nation was scattered throughout the world in AD 70, when
God allowed Rome to administer the Fifth Cycle of Discipline, beginning the Second
Dispersion. Israel as an elect nation is now set aside until the Second Advent of Jesus
Christ. At that future time the nation will consist of regathered, living, born again Jews,
and resurrected Old Testament saints.

Today, America is a hostnation for dispersed Jews and should receive these people as
we would any other. When they become citizens, they are simply Americans with a
different ethnic background, not an uncommon circumstance in the history of the

United States ...

What of Palestine as a homeland for the Jews? This, as we saw, is God's design for
Israel's future. The present gathering of the Jews in Israel is of no prophetic
significance; it is not the regathering of national Israel forecast in the Scriptures.

The Israeli nation which exists today has man's, not God's, stamp of approval.
Consequently, the present Jewish state is evaluated on its national and international
policies, adherence to law, and the host of other criterion upon which we approve or
disapprove the actions of any allied nation. Notably, since Israel's inception in 1948, the
United States has maintained close diplomatic and political relations.

Where does the American Jew's allegiance belong? Is he obligated to Israel because he is
a Jew,or to America because he is an American? Some Zionists argue that every Jew's
loyalty should be directed to the Jewish homeland. This is not so! Americans owe their
allegiance to the flag of the United States ... An American Jew is in no way obligated to
the Jewish nation.

As for the Christian's attitude toward Israel, there is no command in Scripture to

reverence that nation as some sacred cow. As with all nations Israel has good and bad
policies and must stand or fall on its own merits. Neither malign no r deify Israel, but
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evaluate her policies as you would any other nation- on the basis of your knowledge of
Bible Doctrine."

9. In conclusion then we as a nation must fight against Antisemitism and provide those
living in our borders with equal opportuni ty to succeed and certainly this includes Jews.
There have been many periods in our history where Antisemitism has flourished,
particularly just before W.W.II. Never again should be our battle cry!

10. What then is the advantage of being a Jew? Tibéag is no racial advantage to being a
Jew.

11. A spiritual advantage today comes only through the salvation adjustment to the justice of
God.

12. The Jew had, and to a certain extent does, even today have, certain residual advantages:

12.1 Their érefathers had received much doctrine and therefore great potential for salvation and
growth.

12.2 Racially speaking they seem to have been blessed with an outstanding gene pool.

13. In the prior dispensation therefore the Jews had certain advantagasdthey were the
custodians of doctrine.

14. In the Tribulation and the Millennium the Jew will have many advantages.
15. The Jew has many establishment advantages i.e a history of sound establishment heritage.

16. The Jew has a cultural advamtdbgcause they have consistently rejected foreign cultural
influences.



The Doctrine of Apostleship
1. Paul had significant authority as an apostle.

2. We have no direct comparison today.

3. There are people today in certaindenominations who claim to be apostles, but in
point of fact, there are no de jure apostles in this portion of the Church Age.

4. The gift of apostleship is no longer available.

4.1 It was appropriate in the early part of the Church Age, in what I like to call the
Interim Age, a sub-age of the Church Age.

4.2 The Interim Age is also called the Apostolic Age.

4.3 The Interim Age was an age of transition from the Kingdom Age to the Church Age.
It was during the Interim Age that the Canon of Scripture was written.
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5. The word apostle comes from the Greek wordApostolos ; originally it meant the
supreme commander of the Athenian fleet, though it came to mean a messenger.

5.1 In Scripture, it means a supreme spiritual commander in the Apostolic Age. This
period is also called the Precanon Period of the Church Age.
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6. An apostle was in most cases over one or more local churches.

6.1 As in the case of Paul he was the apostle to the Gentiles and thus over all Gentile
local churches.

6.2 In the case of Peter it would seem he had authority over all the JudaeeChristian
churches in Syria, Asia Minor, Macedonia and Greece.

6.3 In the case of James, the half brother of Jesus, he was over all the 20(plus local
churches located in Jerusalem.

7. Originally there were 12 apostles and later there were delegated apostis.
7.1 The original 12 apostles were the 12 disciples, minus Judas Iscariot, plus Paul.

7.2 The delegated apostles included men like Timothy and James, the half brother of
Jesus.

8. The original twelve were ordained of God to start the Church Age.

9. The gift of apostleship, like all other gifts, was bestowed by God the Holy Spirit. 1Co
12:8-12

10. All gifts were historically provided solely at the discretion of God the Holy Spirit
because of the work of Christ.

10.1 Christ earned those giftsby successfully completing the Father's plan.

10.2. He went to the cross as a Lamb without spot.

10.3 Jesus as our substitute was judged for the sins of the world; for God made Him to
be sin for us, the Godman who knew no sin in order that we might become the
righteousness of God in Him.

10.4 He propitiated God on our behalf, taking care of all the sins of the world, was
buried and was raised for our benefit, making possible all manner of presents or gifts
which He seized as His wellearned booty.

10.5 At His victorious ascension when He escorted to paradise the souls of the Old
Testament and Kingdom Age believers from Sheol, there is mention of His giving gifts to
men ... Eph 4:8

Eph 4:8 This is why it says: "When he ascended on high, he led cptives in his train and
gave gifts to men ..."
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The Compartments of Hades

New Paradise

Third Heaven
I l
The Kingdom
Hades (Sheol) [
Great White Throne
Paradise
Abraham’s Bosom
Great Gulf
Fixed / "
Lake of Fire
Torments Hell
Tophet
Gehenna
Second Death

10.6 The gifts of prophecy and apostleship were given to facilitate the early part of the
church ageA.D. c. 32to c. 70 The gifts of evangelism and pastoteacher were provided
as the extant communication gifts designed to serve and facilitate the function of the
church during the remainder of the Church Age, i.e. the years following A.D. 70.

11. The gift of apostleship was made possible by Christ, but distributed by God the Holy
Spirit.

Heb 2:4 God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the
Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.

11.1 Apostles were to function in the PreCanon Period in order to build the early
church.

11.2 All communication gifts carry with them authority and are thus only given to
males. Such was the case with apostleship.
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12. The purpose of the communication gifts, was to build the universal church. Eph
4:11-16.

Eph 4:11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prbpts, some to be
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,

Eph 4:12 to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be
built up

Eph 4:13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and
become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

Eph 4:14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and
blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of
men in their de ceitful scheming.

Eph 4:15 Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who

is the Head, that is, Christ.

Eph 4:16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

13. The gift of apostleship was a temporary gift, as we have noted. This gift passed from
the scene in A.D. c. 96 with the death of John.

13.1 Apostles had to be eyewitnesses of the resurrection.

13.2 Paul oftendocumented his designation as the 12th apostle by telling of his own
viewing on the road to Damascus.

13.3 There are also Scriptures which seem to teach the generalhaccepted belief that an
apostle to at least in the technical meaning, had to be an eyewtness of the Lord.

13.4 More particularly, there were those it would seem who required an apostle to be a
witness of our Lord in a resurrected state.

Acts 1:1 In my former book, Theophilus, | wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to
teach

Acts 1:2until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the
Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen.

Acts 1:16 Men and brethren, the Scripture must be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit by the
mouth of David spoke earlier concerning Judas, the same Iscariot who guided those who
arrested Jesus.

Acts 1:17 For Judas Iscariot was numbered with us, and participated with us in the
ministry.

Acts 1:18 The Old Testament says of him "Now this man purchased a field with the
reward of iniquity; an d falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his
bowels gushed out.

Acts 1:19 And it was known unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem; insomuch as that field is
called in their proper tongue, Akeldama, that is to say, The field of blood.
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Acts 1:20 For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let
no man dwell therein: and his bishopric let another take.

Acts 1:21 Wherefore of these men which have accompanied with us all the time that the
Lord Jesus went in and out among us,

Acts 1:22 Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up
from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection.

Acts 1:23 And they appointed two, ... Justus, and Matthias ... as candidates ...

1Co 91 Am | not free? Am | not an apostle? Have | not seen Jesus our Lord? Are you not
the result of my work in the Lord?

1Co 15:5 and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve.

1Co 15:6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of thebrothers at the same
time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.

1Co 15:7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles,

1Co 15:8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.

1Co 15:9 For | am the leasbf the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an
apostle, because | persecuted the church of God.

13.5 There have been no de jure apostles since the death of John ia.D. c. 96. Future
leaders had no opportunity to see our Lord.

13.6 Peter makes clear we haven't seen Christ.

1Pe 1:8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see
him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,

14. In describing the New Jerusalem in the sky during the Millennium, the Bible says
there are twelve apostles.

Rev 21:14 The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of
the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

15. The original apostles were the twelve disciples, minus Judas, plus Paul.

Joh 6:70 Then Jesus replied, "Have | not chosen you, the Twelve? Yet one of you is a
devil!"

Joh 6:71 (He meant Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, who, though one of the Twelve,
was later to betray him.)

16. We must not be conf used May tthh ea sh esmtheor a chooxu
said to be numbered with the apostles, is not, and was not an apostle.

Acts 1:21 Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with us the
whole time the Lord Jesus went in and out among us ...

Acts 1:23 S they proposed two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus)
and Matthias.
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Acts 1:24 Then they prayed, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. Show us which of these
two you have chosen

Acts 1:25 to take over this apostolic ministry, which Judas left to go where he belongs."

Acts 1:26 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven
apostles.

17. The original twelve disciples are clearly named in several Scriptures:

Mat 10:1 He called his twelve disciples to him andgave them authority to drive out evil
spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.

Mat 10:2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter)
and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother John;

Mat 10:3 Phili p and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James son of
Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;

Mat 10:4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him.

Mar 3:13 Jesus went up on a mountainside and called to him those he wanted, and they
came to him.

Mar 3:14 He appointed twelve--designating them apostles--that they might be with him
and that he might send them out to preach

Mar 3:15 and to have authority to drive out demons.

Mar 3:16 These are the twelve he appointed: Simon (to whom he gave the naméeter);
Mar 3:17 James son of Zebedee and his brother John (to them he gave the name
Boanerges, which means Sons of Thunder);

Mar 3:18 Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus,
Thaddaeus, Simon the Zealot

Mar 3:19 and Judas Iscaiot, who betrayed him.

Luk 6:12 One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the
night praying to God.

Luk 6:13 When morning came, he called his disciples to him and chose twelve of them,
whom he also designated apostles:

Luk 6:14 Simon (whom he named Peter), his brother Andrew, James, John, Philip,
Bartholomew,

Luk 6:15 Matthew, Thomas, James son of Alphaeus, Simon who was called the Zealot,
Luk 6:16 Judas son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.

18. There were dher people called apostles; they can best be described as delegated
apostles.

Gal 1:19 | saw none of the otherapostles --only James, the Lord's brother.
1Co 4:6 Now, brothers, | have applied these things to myself andApollos for your

benefit, so that you may learn from us the meaning of the saying, "Do not go beyond
what is written.” Then you will not take pride in one man over against another...
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1Co 4:9 For it seems to me that God has put uspostles on display at the end of the
procession, like men condemned to die in the arena. We have been made a spectacle to
the whole universe, to angels as well as to men.

1Th 1:1 PaulSilas and Timothy , To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace and peace to you ...

1Th 2:6 We were not looking for praise from men, not from you or anyone else. As
apostles of Christ we could have been a burden to you,

19. The apostles had authority over more than one local church, and the local pastors
took orders from the apostles. They were removed and often transferred by their
apostle bosses.

20. The apostles, it would seem, had all of the temporary gifts designed to show and
establish their authority. These were whip gifts to get the attention of the people:
miracles, healing, tongues, discerning of spirits, putting people out of the church to be
toyed with by Satan, etc.

20.1 A few Scriptures to so demonstrate:

Acts 28:8 His father was sick in bed, suffering from fever and dysentery. Paul went in to
see him and, after prayer, placed his hands on him and healed him.

Acts 28:9 When this had happened, the rest of the sick on the island came and were
cured.

Acts 5:15 As a result, people brought the sick into the streets and laid them on beds and
mats so that at least Peter's stadow might fall on some of them as he passed by.

1Co 5:5 hand this man guilty of incest over to Satan, so that the sinful nature may be
destroyed and his spirit saved on the day of the Lord.

Acts 5:1 Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphia, also sold a piece of
property.

Acts 5:2 With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but
brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet.

Acts 5:3 Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heartthat you
have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received
for the land?

Acts 5:4 Didn't it belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn't the
money at your disposal? What made you think of doing such athing? You have not lied
to men but to God."

Acts 5:5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who
heard what had happened.

Acts 5:6 Then the young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out
and buried him.

Acts 5:7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened.
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Acts 5:8 Peter asked her, "Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?"
"Yes," she said, "that is the price."

Acts 5:9 Peter said to her, "How could you ageee to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The
feet of the men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out
also."

Acts 5:10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came
in and, finding her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband.

Acts 5:11 Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.

Acts 16:16 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl
who had a spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for
her owners by fortune-telling.

Acts 16:17 This girl followed Paul and the rest of us, shouting, "These men are servants
of the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.”

Acts 16:18 She kept ths up for many days. Finally Paul became so troubled that he
turned around and said to the spirit, "In the name of Jesus Christ | command you to
come out of her!" At that moment the spirit left her.

21. All temporary gifts passed away at the completion ofthe Canon.

21.1 Scripture:

1Co 13:8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there
are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.

1Co 13:9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part,

1C013:10 but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears.

21.2 Compare Paul's early demonstrated power with his later ministry where
apparently, he could not heal.

Acts 19:11 God did extraordinary miracles through Paul,
Acts 19:12 so that even handkrchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to
the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them.

Phi 2:27 Indeed Epaphroditus was ill, and almost died. But God had mercy on him, and
not on him only but also on me, to spare me sorrow upon sorrow.

2Ti 4:20 Erastus stayed in Corinth, and | left Trophimus sick in Miletus.
22. Paul's apostleship was questioned by the church at Corinth on numerous occasions.
2Co 11:5 But | do not think | am in the least inferior to those "super-apostles.”

2Co0 11:6 | may not be a trained speaker, but | do have knowledge. We have made this
perfectly clear to you in every way.
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Doctrine of the Ascension and Seating of Christ
1. Definition and Concept:

1.1 This doctrine relates to the bodilytransfer of our Lord from the earthly to the
heavenly sphere of existence.

1.1.1 TheAscension then is that Doctrine of Christology pertaining to the glorification
of Jesus in hypostatic union being seated at the right of the Father in the place of honor.

1.1.2 Both theAscension and seating of our Lord were accomplished in a resurrection
body.

1.1.3 ThisAscension of our Lord forms the climax of Jesus' strategic victory in the
angelic conflict.

1.2 The primary account of the Ascension appears in Acts 1:9-11, Luk 24:51 and Mar
16:19:

Acts 1:9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him
from their sight.

Acts 1:10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two
men dressed in white stood beside them.

Acts 1:11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This
same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way
you have seen him go into heaven."

Luk 24:51 "And it came to pass, while He blessed them, He was parted from them and
carried up into heaven."

1.3 The reference in Mar 16:19 is rendered questionable since Mar 16:20 is not found
in the better manuscripts.

1.3.1 However, theAscension is supported by numerous statements in the New
Testament. Examples are:

Col 3:1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above,
where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.
Col 3:2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.

Rom 8:34 Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died-more than that, who was
raised to life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.

Heb 8:1 The point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat
down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven,
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1.4 In fact, there is hardly a New Testament writer who does not give testimony, direct
or indirect, to the truth of the Ascension .

2. According to Luke, the event took place approximately 40 days after theresurrection.

Acts 1:3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing
proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke
about the kingdom of God.

3. Luke also tells us it took place near Bethany on the Mount of Olives disappearing into
a cloud.

3.1 Bethany:
Luk 24:50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands

and blessed them.
Luk 24:51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven

3.2 Mount of Olives:

Acts 1:12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a
Sabbath day's walk from the city.

3.3 A Cloud:

Acts 1:9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him
from their sight.

3.3.1 Whether the cloud was that of the Shekinah glory or a natural cloud of vapor, the
record does not make clear.

4. TheAscension was anticipated in the Old Testament.

Psa 68:18 When you ascended on high, you led captives in youtrain; you received gifts
for men, even for the rebellious--that you, O LORD God, might dwell there. Related is
Eph 4:8 (done during 3 days in grave - Sheol to Heaven)

Psa 110:1 The LORD says to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until | make your enemies a
footstool for your feet."

5. TheAscension was prophesied by our Lord.

Joh 6:58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your forefathers ate manna
and died, but he who feeds on this bread will live forever..."

Joh 6:61 Aware that his disciples were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, "Does
this offend you?

Joh 6:62 What if you see the Son of Man ascend to where he was before!

19



Joh 20:17 Jesus said, "Do not hold on to me, for | have not yet returned to the Father.
Go instead to my brothers andtell them, 'l am returning to my Father and your Father,
to my God and your God.™

6. Objection has been raised concerning theAscension by those who approach the
record from a purely naturalistic viewpoint.

6.1 They assert that such violation of thelaw of gravity is unthinkable.

6.2 However, for those who accept the possibility of supernatural intervention in the
world, the Ascension is no problem.

6.3 Given an omnipotent God, both the resurrection and the Ascension are easily
conceivable.

7. Some view theAscension as being merely a symbolical representation of Christ's
entrance into divine glory.

8. This is an attempt to retain the spiritual value of the Ascension account without
sacrificing the concept of the natural world as a closed sysem not susceptible to
supernatural intrusion.

9. The significance of theAscension is manifold.

9.1 For Christ Himself the Ascension meant exaltation to a position of glory as the
victorious Lord, the Head of the Church.

Eph 1:20 which such power Heexerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms,

Eph 1:21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can
be given, not only in the present age but also in the oneto come.

Eph 1:22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over
everything for the church,

Eph 1:23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

Phi 2:9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is
above every name,

9.2 TheAscension also made possible the coming of the Holy Spirit to indwell the
believer as our mentor to convince of sin and to teach us Doctrine.

Joh 16:7 But | tell you the truth: It is for your good that | am going away. Unless | go
away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, | will send him to you.

Joh 16:8 When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and
righteousness and judgment:
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Joh 16:13 But when he, the Syt of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will
not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to
come.

Joh 14:26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you all things and will remind you of everything | have said to you.

Acts 2:33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the
promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear.

9.3 TheAscension signifies the identification of the Christian with Christ; we are
seated with Him positionally in the heavenlies.

Eph 2:6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms
in Christ Jesus,

Col 3:1 Since, then, you have been raised with Chri set your hearts on things above,
where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.

Col 3:2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.

Col 3:3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.

9.4 TheAscension initiated Christ' s high priestly advocacy before the Father on the
believer's behalf, a truth which is given major treatment in the Epistle to the Hebrews.

Heb 4:14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone through the
heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let ubold firmly to the faith we profess.

Heb 4:15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we arget was
without sin.

Heb 4:16 Let us then approach thethrone of grace with confidence, so that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

Heb 6:20 Jesus, who went before us, has entered into the third heaven on our behalf.
He has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizdek.

Heb 7:22 Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant.
Heb 7:23 Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from
continuing in office;

Heb 7:24 but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permant priesthood.

Heb 7:25 Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him,
because he always lives to intercede for them.

Heb 8:1 The point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, who sat
down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven,
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Heb 9:24 For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the
true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God's presence.

9.5 Christ will return to the earth in the same manner in which he ascended.

Acts 1:11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This
same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way
you have seen him go into heaven."

10. The resurrection body of Jesus was capable of horizontal and vertical travel. During
the 40 days following the resurrection Christ went through walls and ultimately He
passed through two heavens to get to the Third Heaven.

11. TheAscension establishes the authority of our Lord and therefore has the
authority to intercede for us.

Rom 8:34 Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died-more than that, who was
raised to life--is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us

Rom 8:35 Who shall separate us flom the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

Rom 8:36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted
as sheep for the slaughter.

Rom 8:37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved
us.

Rom 8:38 For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities,
nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come,

Rom 8:39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us
from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

12. The power and perfection of His total being and work is portrayed in the

Ascension .

Heb 1:3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exaatepresentation of his being,
sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins,

he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.

13. TheAscension is related to the Angelic Conflict says Heb 1:13 and 14.

Heb 1:13 To which of the angels did God ever say, "Sit at my right hand until | make
your enemies a footstool for your feet"?

Heb 1:14 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit

salvation?

14. HisAscension is related to our Lord's unique sacrifice for sin.
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Heb 10:12 But when this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down
at the right hand of God.

15. TheAscension is related to our need to keep ourselves occupied With Christ.

Heb 12:2 Let us fixour eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who instead
of the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God.

16. Summaryo

16.1 TheAscension is related to the strategic victory of Jesus the Christ, His
celebrityship and the giving of gifts to Church Age believers.

1Pe 3:22 who has gone into heaven and is at God's right handwith angels, authorities
and powers in submission to him.

Eph 4:7 But to each one of us grace hadeen given as Christ apportioned it.

Eph 4:8 This is why it says: "When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and
gave gifts to men."

Eph 4:9 (What does "he ascended" mean except that he also descended to the lower,
earthly regions?

Eph 4:10 He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens,
in order to fill the whole universe.)

Eph 4:11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers,

Acts 2:33 Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the
promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear.

16.2 TheAscension made possible our receiving the Indwelling of the Holy Spirit.

1Co 6:19 Do you not know that yourbody is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you,
whom you have received from God? You are not your own;
1Co 6:20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.

Joh 7:37 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said ia loud voice,
"If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.

Joh 7:38 Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will
flow from within him."

Joh 7:39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to
receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been
glorified.

16.3 TheAscension verifies the efficacy of Christ on the cross.
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Heb 9:23 It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purifie with
these sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these.
Heb 9:24 For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the
true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God's presence.

16.4 TheAscension begins the ultimate defeat and the process of the capitulation of
Satan in the Angelic Conflict.

16.5 TheAscension is related to the Doctrine of the Resurrection.
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Doctrine of the Athletic Metaphor
1. Introduction:

1.1 In 2Ti 2:16, there are four metaphors used to teach the necessity of a disciplined
approach to successfully living the Christian life.

KJV

2Ti 2:1 Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

2Ti 2:2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same
commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.

2Ti 2:3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a goodsoldier of Jesus Christ.

2Ti 2:4 No man that warreth entangleth h imself with the affairs of this life; that he may
please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.

2Ti 2:5 And if a man also strive for masteries , yet is he not crowned, except he strive
lawfully.

2Ti 2:6 The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the fruits.

1.2 The primary application in Second Timothy is to the Pastor-Teacher but there is the
secondary application for the laity and in 1Co 9:25-27 there is direct application to both
the Pastor and the ordinary believer.

1.3 There are in Z'i 2:1-6 four analogies used to teach: an academic, a soldier, an athlete
and a farmer.

NIV

2Ti 2:1 You then, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.

2Ti 2:2 And the things you have heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust
to reliable men who will also be qualified to teach others.

2Ti 2:3 Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus.

2Ti 2:4 No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs -- he wants to please
his commanding officer.

2Ti 2:5 Simil arly, if anyone competes as anathlete , he does not receive the victor's
crown unless he competes according to the rules.

2Ti 2:6 The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops.

2. Our subject is "the athletic metaphor.”

4. The rules for competing in the ancient games were far more stringent than what we
know today; therefore, "nomios " had special meaning.

4.1 The most important of the games, at the time of Paul's writing, were the Isthmus
Games.

4.2 They were held n Corinth every other year beginning ca. 5818.c.
4.3 The events
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DROMOS-the running events

PALE-the wrestling events

PUGME-the boxing events

PAGKRATION-a combination of boxing and wrestling

PENTATHOLON -a series of five events

HARMATON -the chariot-racing events
4.4 To enter the games you had to be a citizen of Rome.
4.4.1 Likewise, unbelievers cannot grow spiritually without being a citizen of heaven.
4.5 A competitor had to live for ten months in the gymnasium.
4.5.1 A believer likewise, must separate to a life of confession and consistent study of
the Word. Certainly included in this analogy is a believer learning in a local church as a

student.

4.6 A competitor had to answer all trumpet calls of which there were three: one for
meals, one for the athletic call and one for a classroom call.

4.6.1 A believer must also show up when doctrine is taught.
4.7 The competitor had to exercise in all types of weather.

4.7.1 A believer must also remain stable even under pressure He must worship when it
is convenient or when it is inconvenient.

4.8 A competitor could not be involved with members of the opposite sex; there could
be no distractions.

4.8.1 A believer must not be distracted by the many and varied temptations d the
devil's world.

4.9 A competitor had to adhere to strict dietary rules.
4.9.1 A believer must also be very restrictive and selective in terms of what he or she
permits inside the mind. We are what we think --what we mentally ingest determines

what we become.

4.10 The competitor had to submit to the authority of the ranking general in charge of
the gymnasium.
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4.10.1 Each believer must find and submit to his pastort e acher 6 s aut hority.
4.11 Every competitor trained for game day.

4.11.1Every believer enters the local church on the first day of the week in order to
perform in the six succeeding game days-the other six days of the week.

4.12 Winners all received rewards. The rewards were calledstephanoi , translated in
the KJV "crowns." Each crown carried with it significant gain and acclaim. The gains
and acclaim were a large monetary stipend, a large landed estate, freedom from
taxation, a ticker tape parade and a bust of his likeness prominently displayed in the
center of his home-town.

5. Ajudge awarded the crowns from a Bema-a judgment seat.
6. Conclusion
6.1 That physical exercise is of value is established in 1Ti 4:8.

1Ti 4:8 For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things,
holding promise for both the present life and the life to come.

6.1.1 Some have concluded in error that this verse teaches that physical exercise is of no
value. Such clearly denies not only the literal reading of the verse but also the
metaphors found elsewhere in the Scripture. Scripture establishes the value of exercise.

NIV
2Ti 2:5 Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor's
crown unless he competes according to the rules.

Expanded Translation

Hear now, if anyone also kegs on competing in the athletic games he will only be
crowned if he competes lawfully, that is to say, according to the rules of the Isthmus
Games.

6.2 Paul, in writing to the church at Corinth, uses two athletic metaphors to declare his
motivation for performing his duties -- the acquisition of a heavenly reward.

1Co 9:25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get
a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.

1Co 9:26 Therefore | donot run like a man running aimlessly; | do not fight like a man
beating the air.

1Co 9:27 No, | beat my body and make it my slave so that after | have preached to
others, | myself will not be disqualified for the prize.
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6.3 We find Paul using the athletic metaphor in three other places.

Gal 5:7 You were running a good race. Who cut in on you and kept you from obeying the
truth?

Col 2:18 Do not let anyone who delights in false humility and the worship of angels
disqualify you for the prize. Such a person goes into great detail about what he has seen,
and his unspiritual mind puffs him up with idle notions.

Phi 3:14 | press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heavenward in Christ Jesus.

28



Doctrine of the Authenticity of The Bible
1. What is history and how did we get it?
1.1 History is primarily determined from ancient written records.
1.2 To determine what is fact, or history, scholars use the following tests:

1.2.1 How many docunents exist and how old they are-older documents take
precedence where there are conflicts.

1.2.2 The number of mistakes in the various manuscripts and the substance of the
errors are also important.

1.2.3 The time interval between the event describedand the writing of the original
documents helps in ascertaining history.

2. Now let us see how the Old Testament meets these tests.

2.1 Until the recent discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, the oldest extant Hebrew
manuscripts were dated A.0. 900.

2.1.1Keep in mind a manuscript as used in this doctrine may be only a small portion of
an entire book on a vellum, parchment, scroll or papyrus.

2.1.2 The Dead Sea Scrolls contain parts of several Old Testament books and date back
to the first century B.C.

2.2 Before the discovery of the scrolls in 194754 there was a gap of 1325 years between
Old Testament events and the oldest manuscript. The Old Testament was completed c.
4258B.C.

2.3 The Dead Sea Scrolls contained a number of Old Testament copiesated before the
time of Christ. By comparing these copies to thea.n. 900 copies scholars found little had
been lost in transition, i.e. from before the time of Christ until A.D. 900.

2.4 The Christian can now take the Old Testament and say without fear, "This is the
Word of God, handed down without essential loss from generation to generation."

2.5. As will later be revealed in this doctrine, the same can be said for the entire Bible.

2.5.1 All the more remarkable is the fact that more than 40 men, in three languages and
from three different continents, spanning 60 generations and 1600 years, have written
the Bible. This is a remarkable feat.
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2.5.2 We will look at the accuracy factor of the numerous copies in greater detail later
but for now it suffices to simply state that the accuracy is "nothing short of
phenomenal."

2.6 To understand the accuracy of the Old Testament copies it is necessary to examine
the extreme care with which copyists transcribed the Old Testament year after year and
from many and varied manuscripts.

2.7 Masoretic copyist spent a great deal of time copying Old Testament documents.
They had quite an intricate system of transcription. For example:

2.7.1 Each copy had to be written on a skin of an animal classified aslean.
2.7.2 The skin had to be prepared a special way.
2.7.3 Every skin had to contain a certain number of columns.

2.7.4 The length of each column had to extend over at least 48 but not more than 60
lines. Each line had to have at least 30etters.

2.7.5 The ink had to be black and prepared according to a certain recipe.

2.7.6 No word or letter could be written from memory.

2.7.7 The space of a hair or a thread must intervene between every consonant.
2.7.8 There must be three linesbetween every book.

2.7.9 The copyist must sit in full Jewish dress.

2.7.10 The copyist had to take a bath before beginning.

2.7.11 The copyist must use a new pen dipped in a new bottle of ink before writing the
name of God.

2.8 The existence ofthe many ancient copies of the Scriptures is even more remarkable

given the repeated persecutions of the Jews and the largescale destruction of their
property, including their books and manuscripts.

2.9 That any remain at all is a tribute to God's intervention. This is especially evident
given the Philistine, Egyptian, Assyrian, Babylonian, Persian, Turkish, German, Spanish
and Russian pogroms.

2.10 The Masoretic period (a.0. 500-900) was a time of great industry.

2.10.1 The Masorites accepted thdaborious job of editing the text and standardizing it.
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2.10.2 They added vowel points under the consonants to help with pronunciation.

2.10.3 They were weltdisciplined, treated the texts with the greatest imaginable
reverence and devised a complicéed system of safeguards against scribal error.

2.10.4 They counted the number of times each letter of the alphabet occurred in each
book. They pointed out the middle letter of the Pentateuch and the middle letter of the
whole Hebrew Bible. They developed detailed calculations to verify accuracy.

2.10.5 They counted everything countable and came up with a system of mnemonics by
which the various totals might be readily remembered.

3. Most scholars seem especially impressed by the accuracy of transmission for the
Hebrew text.

3.1 Robert Wilsonin his book A Scientific Investigation of the Old Testament was
impressed to write: "In 144 cases of transliteration from Egyptian, Assyrian, Babylonian
and Moabite into Hebrew and in 40 cases of the opposite, or 184 in all, the evidence
shows that for 2300 to 3900 years the text or the proper names in the Hebrew Bible has
been transmitted with the most minute accuracy."

3.2 Wilson went on to add: "The proof that the copies of the original documents had
been handed down with substantial correctness for 2000 years cannot be denied. The
fact that 40 Kings living from 2000 B.c.to 400 B.c. appear in chronological order ... with
reference to the Kings of other countries ... no stronger evidence for the substantial
accuracy of the Old Testament record couldpossibly be imagined ... Mathematically, it
is 1 chance in 750,000,000,000,000,000,000,000, that this accuracy is mere
circumstance.”

3.3 The under-librarian of the library at Cambridge University says the accuracy of the
transmission of the Hebrew text is "little short of miraculous."

3.4 Let me summarize the major extant Hebrew texts.

3.4.1 Cairo Codex A.D. 895) is located in the British Museum. It was produced by the
Masoretic ben Asher family. It contains First and Second Samuel, First and Second
Kings, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and the twelve Minor Prophets.

3.4.2 Codex of the Prophets of Leningrad @.0. 916) contains Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel
and the twelve Minor Prophets.

3.4.3 Aleppo Codex @.p. 935) is a full manuscript of the entir e Hebrew Bible.

3.4.4 British Museum Codex (A.D. 950) contains part of Genesis through Deuteronomy.
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3.4.5 The oldest complete manuscript of the Old Testament is Codex Babylonicus
Petropalitanus (A.D. 1008) located in Leningrad. It was prepared from a corrected text
of Rabbi Aaron ben Moses ben Asher beforea.p. 1000.

3.4.6 Reuchlin Codex of the Prophets @.p. 1105) is a product of Masorite ben Naphtali
and is one of the more complete codices.

4. Let's look further at the Dead Sea Scrolls as bearingvitness to the reliability of the
Hebrew Scriptures.

4.1 The big question is, Does the Hebrew texts which we call Masoretic texts really
represent true copies of the Hebrew texts as originally written?

4.2 The Dead Sea Scrolls provide a decided yes tthis question.

4.3 The problem before the scrolls was, How accurate were the copies of our Old
Testament since they were so distant from the events?"

4.3.1 Atter all, they were copied so often and over such a long period of time.

4.4 The scrolls aremade up of some 40,000 inscribed fragments from which over 500
books have been reconstructed and translated into several languages.

4.4.1 Many extra-biblical fragments and many secular records were discovered in what
was an early first-century B.c. settlement of Essenes, some eight miles south of Jericho
and just west of the Dead Sea in several Qumran caves.

4.4.2 In the spring of 1947 a shepherd boy discovered by accident the scrolls in a cave
while looking for a lost sheep. The leather scrolls werewrapped in linen cloth in a clay
jar.

4.5 One of the scrolls was a complete Hebrew manuscript of the book of Isaiah. This
scroll was dated by paleographers at somewhere around 12B.c.

4.5.1 This gave us an excellent comparison to the previously oldesmanuscript of Isaiah
dated A.p. 900.

4.5.2 As we will see in greater detail later the accuracy of thea.n. 900 copy will be
proven "remarkable” given the comparison to the 125 B.c. manuscript of Isaiah, thanks
to the work of the Masoretic copyists.

4.5.3 Of the 166 words in Isaiah 53 there are only 17 letters in question. Ten of these
letters are simply a matter of spelling and four more letters are minor stylistic changes
such as conjunctions. The remaining three letters comprise the word "light" w hich is
added in verse 11 and does not greatly affect the meaning. Thus in one chapter of 166
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words there is only one word in question after 1000 years of transmission and this word
does not significantly change the meaning of the passage.

KJV
Isa 53:11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge
shall my righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.

NIV
Isa 53:11 After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; byhis
knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.

4.5.4 A second (incomplete) scroll of Isaiah found in Qumran #1 agrees even more
closely with the first scroll designated Isaiah A. With reference to Isaiah, B. Miller
Burrows in his book The Dead Sea Scrollshas written: "It is a matter of wonder that
through something like 1000 years the text underwent so little alteration. As | said in
my first article concerning the scroll, 'herein lies its chief importance, supporting the
fidelity of the Masoretic tradition.™

4.5.5 The value of the scrolls thatwere found in numerous caves over a sixyear period
is inestimable. The scrolls not only shed light on the accuracy of the Scriptures but they
also reflect the great schism between Judaism and Christianity.

4.5.6 The scrolls were evidently placed thee in approximately A.p. 68 in an effort to
avoid the pillaging of the Roman military.

5. The Septuagint also substantiates the genuineness of the Hebrew text.

5.1 During the reign of Ptolemy Philadelphia of Egypt the Old Testament was translated
into the Koine Greek.

5.2 Ptolemy was renowned as a patron of literature and it was at his behest that the
great library at Alexandria was established.

5.3 Ptolemy's librarian aroused the king's interest in the Jewish law and advised him to
send a delegaton to the High Priest Eleazar at Jerusalem.

5.4 The high priest selected 72 translators who took up residence on the Island of
Pharos where in 72 days they completed their work and presented a Greek copy of the
Pentateuch.

5.5 The Septuagint helped bridge the textual criticism gap by its substantial agreement
with the Hebrew Old Testament text.

6. Letus look at a New Testament comparison.
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6.1 We now have close to 5,000 Greek manuscripts along with some 13,000 copies of
portions of the New Testament. Besides all this, much of the New Testament can be
produced from quotations of early Christian writers.

6.1.1 To be skeptical of the text of the New Testament is to allow all classical antiquity to
slip into obscurity; no other document of the ancient period is as well established
bibliographically as the New Testament.

6.2 Sir Frederic Kenyon, director and principle librarian of the British Museum and
second to none in authority for issuing statements about ancient manuscripts, says, ...
"beside number, the manuscripts of the New Testament differ from those of the classical
authors, and this time the difference is clear again. In no case is the interval of time
between the composition of the book and the date of the earliest extant manuscripts so
short as in that of the New Testament. The books of the New Testament were written in
the latter part of the 1st century; the earliest extant manuscripts (trifling scraps
excepted) are of the 4th century-- say from 250 to 300 years later. This may sound lke
a considerable interval, but it is nothing to that which separates most of the great
classical authors from their earliest manuscripts.

We believe that we have in all essentials an accurate text of the seven extant plays of
Sophocles; yet the earlies substantial manuscript upon which it was based was written
more than 1400 years after the poet's death."

6.3 For Caesar'sGaelic War (written between 58 and 50 B.c.) there are several extant
manuscripts but only nine or ten are good, and the oldest is some 900 years later than
Caesar's day. Of the 14 books of thélistories of Tacitus (a.p. 100) only four and one-
half survive; of the 16 books of hisAnnals, ten survive in full and two in part. The texts
of these extant portions of Tacitus's two great historical works depend entirely on two
manuscripts, one of the ninth century and one of the eleventh.

6.4 A chart has been developed for four renowned writers from antiquity as compared
to the New Testament. As you can see from the chart neither Tacitus, Suetonius,
Herodotus, nor Aristotle compare favorably.

COMPARISON CHART

AUTHOR WHEN WRITTEN  EARLIEST COPY  TIME SPAN COPIES

Tacitus

(Annals) AD. 100 AD.1100 1000 yrs. 20
Plato 400 B.C. A.D.900 1300 yrs. 8
Herodotus

(History ) 480-425 B.C. A.D. 900 1325 yrs. 8
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Aristotle 384-322 B.C. A.D.1100 1422 yrs. 5

New
Testament A.D.45-96 AD. 325* 225 yrs. 1000's

* Fragments (114A.D.), books (200 A.D.), most of New Testament (250 A.D.), complete
New Testament (325A.D.)

7. Alisting of the major New Testament manuscripts is as follows.

7.1 John Ryland manuscripts (A.0. 130) are the oldest fragments of the New Testament.
These payri fragments contain most of the Gospel of John.

7.1.1 Keep in mind the Gospel of John was written in cA.p. 85; thus with the Ryland
fragments of John, we are getting very close to the autograph-a mere 45 years.

7.1.2 Papyri were made from a plat pressed together, thus forming a writing surface;
the surface was organic and made for great longevity. Papyri, like vellum manuscripts,
were often discovered in interesting and mysterious ways.

One such discovery took place in Oxyrhynchos, Egypt, vinen two archaeologists
searching an ancient tomb uncovered a door guarded by several stuffed crocodiles.
When the crocodiles were carried out of the tombs, one was dropped and burst open
revealing numerous papyri. Most important were the many copies of several New
Testament books and various etymology books that led to further discoveries of
principles involved in the syntax and grammar of the Koine Greek.

7.2 Chester Beatty papyri (c. 200A.D.) is a collection of parchments, three of which
contain major portions of the New Testament. These were discovered in 1931 when
Chester Beatty bought them from a group of Arab treasure hunters who had found them
in a rubbish heap that contained slates andbroken pottery along with the papyri. Beatty
was a millionaire who paid what many thought to be an exorbitant sum, but not to Mr.
Beatty.

7.3 Bodmer Papyrus Il (A.0. 150-200) contains most of the book of John.

7.4 Codex Sinaiticus (c.A.n. 350) contains most of the New Testament lacking
Mar 16:9-20 and John 7:53-8:11 and over half of the Old Testament.

74.1 This codex was discovered in a waste basket in a Russian monastery by Count von
Tischendorf. On a trip to the Near East in 1844 he stopped at St. Catherine's Monastery
to spend the night. He noticed the monks placing certain old vellums in a wastebasket;
the vellums were ultimately to be used as fuel for their fireplaces. After rummaging
through the vellums he noted the importa nce of the ancient manuscripts.

7.4.2 The count was not allowed to buy or borrow the manuscripts but he was allowed
to copy the 129 pages. Many years later, after lengthy failed negotiations the original
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vellums were given to the Russian government. Fortunately, in 1933 the communist
regime decided it had no need for Bibles old or new and Codex Sinaiticus was sold to the
British Museum for 100,000 pounds sterling.

7.5 Codex Vaticanus (c. 33%\.D.) contains nearly the entire New Testament. With the
discovery of Codex Sinaiticus interest in old New Testament manuscripts peaked. Count
Tischendorf and a friend named Tregelles led a search for Codex Vaticanus, last known
to exist in the library of Pope Nicholas.

Nicholas had been exiled to Savonam 1809 when Napoleon defeated the Vatican. As it
turned out the library had been returned to the Vatican in 1815; however, little analysis
of the contents of the manuscript had been done. Codex Vaticanus was jealously
guarded in the Vatican.

7.5.1 Tregelles, a professor of the New Testament at Leipzig, sought permission to
examine the document. The Pope gave permission for Tregelles to study the manuscript
for six hours and that was in 1843. Two years later Tregelles and his friend Tischenarf
were given permission to study the document. Neither man was permitted to copy the
document. Each man was searched on his way in and out of the Vatican. In three
months Tregelles memorized the entire document, returning home each evening where
he recorded the day's memorization.

7.5.2 Upon Tregelles's return to Leipzig he published the results of his findings. So
close was his text to the original that Pope Pius 1X in 1859 ordered the document
photographed. In that way it became the property of the world and it is still one of the
most valuable manuscripts of the Word of God.

7.6 Codex Alexandrinus (c.A.D. 400) contains almost the entire New Testament. In 1621
when Cyril Lucar became the patriarch of the Greek Orthodox Church the document was
taken to Constantinople. Lucar later succumbed to the influence of Calvinism and
agreed to present the manuscript to the Court of King James just 15 years after the KJV
had been translated. What a pity it had come so late because this very ancient adex
would have helped immensely in the correct rendition of the English text.

7.7 Codex Ephraemi @.D. 400) contains every book of the New Testament except

Second Thessalonians and Second John. Ephraemi is so nhamed because of the way this
manuscript was rediscovered. Father Ephraemi was a favorite of Catherine de Medici.

The Medicis were a colorful Italian family associated by marriage with many of the great
houses of Europe. I n 1834 a young student of
sought and received permission to study his sermons. While examining one of his

sermons at the National Library in Paris --he noticed the priest had written over a very

old vellum.

7.7.1 The alert student immediately became more interested in what the priest had
erased rather than the sermon. Through the use of chemicals the manuscript was
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restored. Since that time the document has been removed from the Medici stacks to
where it belongs--in the Bible stacks.

7.8 Codex Bezae (ca.D. 450) contains the Gospels and the book of Acts, not only in
Greek but also in Latin.

7.9 Codex Washingtonensis (456500 A.p.) contains the four Gospels in the following
order: Matthew, John, Luke and Mark.

7.10 Codex Claromontanus (cA.p. 500) contains the Pauline Epistles. It is a bilingual
manuscript, as is Codex Washingtonensis.

7.11 Let me summarize what we have learned about the New Testament manuscript
gap.

7.11.1 The time gap between the earliest copy (the autograph) and the extant copies calls
for the conclusion, "The New Testament is far more authentic than Greek classical
history."

7.11.2 Most copies of the Greek classical authors' manuscripts are dated 1,000 years or
more after the autographs. In the case of the New Testament, two of the most important
manuscripts were written within 225 years after the New Testament was completed, and
some virtually complete books, as well as extensive fragmentary manuscripts, were
written within 100 years of the original writings.

7.11.3 Next to the New Testament, thee are more extant manuscripts of the lliad (643)
than any other book. The New Testament has about 20,000 lines. Thelliad has about
15,500 lines. Only 40 lines or 400 words of the New Testament are in doubt, whereas
764 lines of the lliad are questioned. This five percent textual corruption compares with
one-half of one percent for the New Testament.

8 . Now | etds see what archeol ogy teaches reg

8.1 Nelson Glueck, a renowned Jewish archaeologist, wrote that'lt may be stated
categorically that no archaeological discovery has ever controverted a Biblical
reference.”

8.2 William F. Albright, one our countries greatest archaeologist, has written, "There
can be no doubt that archaeology has confirmed the substatial historicity of Old
Testament tradition. Discovery after discovery has established the accuracy of
innumerable details.”

8.3 Merrill Unger in his book Archaeology and the New Testamenthas written "Old
Testament archaeology has rediscovered wholenations, resurrected important peoples
and in a most astounding manner filled in historical gaps, adding immeasurably to the
knowledge of Biblical backgrounds."
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8.4 Millar Burrows, a Yale archaeologist says, "The excessive skepticism of many liberal
theologians stems not from a careful evaluation of the available data, but from an
enormous predisposition against the supernatural. On the whole, however,
archaeological work has unquestionably strengthened confidence in the reliability of the
scriptural r ecord. More than one archaeologist has found his respect for the Bible
increased by the experience of excavation in Palestine."

8.5 Archaeology has also given us evidence as to the substantial accuracy of the
Masoretic texts.

8.5.1 Josh McDowell in his book New Evidence That Demands a Verdicthas written
"The Jeremiah seal, a seal used to stamp the bitumen seals of wine jars, and dated from
the first or second century AD. has Jeremiah 48:11 stamped on it and, in general,
conforms to the Masoretic text. This seal attests to the accuracy with which the text had
been copied over hundreds of years by generations of copyists.” Jeremiah was written
600 B.C.

Jer 48:11 Moab hath been at ease from his youth, and he hath settled on his lees, and
hath not been emptied from vessel to vessel, neither hath he gone into captivity:
therefore his taste remained in him, and his scent is not changed.

8.6 Prior to 1925 it was fashionable to treat the patriarchal sagas of Genesis as though
they were artificial creatio ns of Israelite scribes. Archaeological finds since 1925 have
changed all that. There is scarcely a single historian of the Bible who has not been
impressed by the rapid accumulation of data supporting the substantial historicity of
patriarchal tradition s.

8.7 lIsrael according to the Book of Genesis originated from the area of Mesopotamia.
Archaeological evidence today most certainly supports this origin.

8.8 Genesis tells us the whole earth was at one time of one language and philologists
concur that this was most likely true given their study of ancient language progression.

8.9 Esau in Gen 36:20 encountered a people called the Horites. For many years the
verse was thought to be in error. Perhaps, thought some (since the word Horite was
similar to the Hebrew word for cave), it described a few cave dwellers.

Gen 36:20 These are the sons of Seir the Horite, who inhabited the land; Lotan, and
Shobal, and Zibeon, and Anah,

8.9.1 Archeology now has found the Horites were a people living in Palesthe at the time
of the patriarchs.

8.10 During the excavation of Jericho, the chief archaeologist (Garstang) found
something so startling that he had a document prepared and signed by two of his fellow
workers to the effect that "The walls fell outward and not inward.” This very unusual
phenomenon was described in Jos 6:20.
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KJV

Jos 6:20 So the people shouted when the priests blew with the trumpets: and it came to
pass, when the people heard the sound of the trumpet, and the people shouted with a
great shout, that the wall fell down flat (NIV collapsed), so that the people went up into
the city, every man straight before him, and they took the city.

8.11 There are many other evidences from archaeology that authenticate the Scriptures
and there will no doubt be more.

8.12 William Albright summed it up, "As critical study of the Bible is more and more
influenced by the rich new material from the rich ancient Near East, we shall see a
steady rise in respect for the historical significance of now nedected or despised
passages ..."

9. Scientific data also provide evidence of scriptural authenticity. A few examples:

9.1 Planets move around each other.

Job 38:31 Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion?
Job 38:32 Canst thou bring forth Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus
with his sons?

9.2 Static electricity exists and can be formed as we now know by the condensation of
vapor.

9.2.1 Water rises and then again falls as rain.

Jer 10:13 Whenhe uttereth his voice, there is a multitude of waters in the heavens, and
he causeth the vapors to ascend from the ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings with
rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his treasures.

9.3 The earth is a sphere.

Isa 40:22 It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the earth, and the inhabitants thereof are
as grasshoppers; that stretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and spreadeth them out as
a tent to dwell in:

9.4 The earth rotates on its axis.

Luk 17:31In that day , hewhich shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house,

let him not come down to take it away: and he that is in the field, let him likewise not
return back ...
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Luk 17:34 | tell you, in that night  there shall be two men in one bed; the one shall be
taken, and the other shall be left.

9.5 Air has weight.

Job 28:25 To make the weight for the winds; and he weigheth the waters by measure.
9.6 Winds have circuits and there are laws of evaporation.

Ecc 1:6 The wind goeth toward the south, and turneth about unto the north; it whirleth
about continually, and the wind returneth again according to his circuits.

Ecc 1:7 All the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is not full; unto the place from whence
the rivers come, thither they return again.

9.7 Messages can be sent by electricity.

Job 38:35 Canst thou send lightnings, that they may go and say unto thee, Here we are?
9.8 Doctors of medicine have often marveled at the detail the Bible provides cacerning
sanitation and health practices. In Leviticus and Deuteronomy there are great details
provided with reference to quarantining communicable diseases.

Lev 13:45 And the leper in whom the plague is, his clothes shall be rent, and his head
bare, and he shall put a covering upon his upper lip, and shall cry, Unclean, unclean.
Lev 13:46 All the days wherein the plague shall be in him he shall be defiled; he is
unclean: he shall dwell alone; without the camp shall his habitation be.

10. There are manyprophecies which Jesus fulfilled and many others which will later be
fulfilled.

10.1 Jesus would be born in Bethlehem.

Mic 5:2 But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of
Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto methat is to be ruler in Israel; whose
goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.

10.2 Jesus would be born of a virgin.

Isa 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive,
and bear a son, and shall callhis name Immanuel.

10.3 Jesus would be believed on by Gentiles.

Gen 12:3 And | will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in
thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.
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Isa 65:1 | am sought of them that asked not for me | am found of them that sought me
not: | said, Behold me, behold me, unto a nation that was not called by my name.

10.4 Jesus would teach by parables.
Psa 78:2 | will open my mouth in a parable: | will utter dark sayings of old:

Mat 13:34 All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables; and without a
parable spake he not unto them:

Mat 13:35 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, | will open
my mouth in parables; | will utter things which have been kept secret from the
foundation of the world.

Mat 13:36 Then Jesus sent the multitude away, and went into the house: and his
disciples came unto him, saying, Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field.

10.5 Jesus would perform miracles.

Isa 35:3 Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.

Isa 35:4 Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will
come with vengeance, even God with a recompense; he will come and save you.

Isa 35:5 Then the eyes of the blindshall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be
unstopped.

Mat 9:35 And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease
among the people.

10.6 Jesus' disciples would forsake Him.

Zec 13:7 Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow,
saith the LORD of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and | will
turn mine hand upon the little ones.

Mar 14:49 | was daily with you in the temple teaching, and ye took me not: but the
scriptures must be fulfilled.
Mar 14:50 And they all forsook him, and fled.

10.7 Jesus would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver.

Zec 11:13 And the LORD said unto meCast it unto the potter: a goodly price that | was
prised at of them. And I took the thirty pieces of silver, and cast them to the potter in the
house of the LORD.

Mat 27:7 And they took counsel, and bought with them the potter's field, to bury

strangersin.
Mat 27:8 Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood, unto this day.
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Mat 27:9 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, And
they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was valued, whom they of the
children of Israel did value;

10.8 Jesus would be rejected, despised and bear our sorrows and transgressions.

Isa 53:2 For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry
ground: he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shal see him, there is no beauty
that we should desire him.

Isa 53:3 He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with
grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him
not.

Isa 53:4 Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

Isa 53:5 But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities:
the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripeswe are healed.

Isa 53:6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way;
and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

10.9 Jesus Himself predicted He would be crucified.

Mat 20:18 Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; andthe Son of man shall be betrayed unto
the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they shall condemn him to death,

Mat 20:19 And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify
him: and the third day he shall rise again.

Mat 27:32 And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they
compelled to bear his cross.

Mat 27:33 And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place
of a skull,

Mat 27:34 They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted
thereof, he would not drink.

Mat 27:35 And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments among them, and
upon my vesture did they cast lots.

Mat 27:36 And sitting down they watched him there;

Mat 27:37 And set up over his head his accusation written, THIS IS JESUS THE KING
OF THE JEWS.

Mat 27:38 Then were there two thieves crucified with him, one on the right hand, and
another on the left.

Mat 27:39 And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads,

Mat 27:40 And saying, Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days,
save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross.

10.10 The sun would @ down and there would be darkness from noon to 3 p.m.
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Amo 8:9 And it shall come to pass in that day, saith the Lord GOD, that | will cause the
sun to go down at noon, and | will darken the earth in the clear day:

Mat 27:45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth
hour.

10.11 Jesus would be resurrected.

Hos 6:2 After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us up, and we shall
live in his sight.

Mat 16:21 From that time forth began Jesus to shew unb his disciples, how that he must
go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes,
and be killed, and be raised again the third day.

Mat 26:32 But after | am risen again, | will go before you into Galilee.

10.12 Jesis' bones would not be broken.

Psa 34:20 He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is broken.

Joh 19:33 But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake
not his legs:

10.13 Jesus' side would be pierced.

Zec 12:10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom
they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and
shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.

Joh 19:34 But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there
out blood and water.

10.14 Jesus would be thirsty and be given gall and vinegar to drink.

Psa 69:21 They gae me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to
drink.

Psa 22:15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws;
and thou hast brought me into the dust of death.

Joh 19:28 After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that the
scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst.
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Joh 19:29 Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a sponge with
vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth.

10.15 Jesus' garments wuld be divided and lots would be cast for them.
Psa 22:18 They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture.

Joh 19:23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his garments, and
made four parts, to every soldier a part; and adso his coat: now the coat was without
seam, woven from the top throughout.

Joh 19:24 They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it,
whose it shall be: that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted my

raim ent among them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These things therefore the
soldiers did.

10.16 Jesus' body would not decay.

Psa 16:10 For thou wilt not leave my soul in Sheol; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy
One to see corruption.

Acts 2:26 Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my
flesh shall rest in hope:

Acts 2:27 Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy
One to see corruption.

11. There are many other prophecies angphenomena documenting the authenticity of
the Bible. | have only provided a few of those fulfilled by Jesus.

12. Now let's just briefly note something about that which is not real. The best way to
do this is to look at a summary of the subject of canmicity.

13. A tremendous mass of literature appeared in the first three or four centuries. The
early church leaders had to determine which books were "in" and which were "out" of
the Canon.

14. The early church fathers agreed upon five criteria.

Was the book of divine origin? That is to say, does the book in its entirety purport
to be from God?

2Pe 1:21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

2Pe 2:1 But there were fdse prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false
teachers among you, who privately shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the
Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.
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Was its claim to inspiration adequate ly sustained by the awareness of the
writers that this was indeed sacred Scripture? In other words was there internal
evidence the writers in their work believed they were providing the Canon.

Was it documented by quotation ? For example, The New Testamehcontains
numerous quotations from the Old Testament made not only by Jesus Christ but by
virtually every writer of Scripture.

Was there a record of public or official action? In the case of the Old Testament
was there a record of an Old Testament prie$ reading from it in public? Such readings
would serve to document the authenticity of the book being examined.

Neh 8:5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; (for he was above all
the people;) and when he opened it, all the people stoa up:

What did all of Israel seem to know as the Canon ? External evidence was used
in the sense that the Masoretic copyist only preserved that which Israel seemed to know
was Canon.

15. From theGrolier Encyclopedia we find a rather unbiased description of what is
known as the Pseudepigrapha and the Apocrypha:

Pseudepigrapha

"The word pseudepigrapha, meaning "books with false titles," refers to books similar in
type to those of the Bible whose authors gave them the names of persons of a much
earlier period in order to enhance their authority. Among the best known are 3 and 4
Esdras and the Prayer of Manasses, which are included in the APOCRYPHA.

The term is applied to many Jewish and Jewish-Christian books written in the period

200 BC-AD 200. The Jewish books include Jubilees, Enoch, Psalms of Solomon,
Assumption (or Testament) of Moses, Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, the Sibylline
Oracles, and the Apocalypse of Baruch. Fragments of the Damascus Document have
been found among the DEAD SEA SCRLLS.

Other pseudepigrapha exist in Greek, Slavonic, and other languages, many of them
revisions of Jewish books. These include the Apocalypse of Peter, the Shepherd of
HERMAS, and the Ascension of Isaiah. The Gospel of Thomas and the Protoevangelium
of James contain many legends about Jesus and Mary and show the influence of
GNOSTICISM, as does the Apocalypse of Adam. The Gospel of Nicodemus is composed
of the Acts of Pilate and the Harrowing of Hell.

The pseudepigrapha are important for the light they t hrow on Judaism and early

Christianity. The Epistle of Jude, for example, reflects a knowledge of Enoch and the
Assumption of Moses."
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There are many other pseudepigrapha books such as the Book of Mormons and
devotional/prayer books of the Christian Science denomination which are accepted by
some as Biblical.

Apocrypha

"The Apocrypha are books of the Old Testament included in Roman Catholic and
Orthodox Bibles as deuterocanonical (added to the earlier canon), but excluded from the
Hebrew Bible and from m ost Protestant Bibles. It is not certain why the term apocrypha
(hidden things) was originally applied to them, but they were considered less
authoritative than the other biblical books because of their relatively late origin (c. 300
BC-AD 100). Except for 2 Esdras, which was in Latin, they were part of the
SEPTUAGINT. The other books placed after the Old Testament in the Revised Standard
Version are the following: 1 and 2 Esdras, TOBIT, JUDITH.

Additions to the Book of ESTHER, WISDOM, SIRACH, BARUCH and the Letter of
Jeremiah, Additions to DANIEL, the Prayer of Manasseh, and 1 and 2 MACCABEES.
Roman Catholic Bibles also list 1 and 2 Esdras and the Prayer of Manasseh as
apocryphal. The Greek Orthodox Bible omits 2 Esdras but adds 3 Maccabees and Psalm
151, with 4 Maccabees as an appendix ..."

17. Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit, anticipated the problem of spurious doctrines and
made a rather sarcastic remark in Gal 1:89.

Gal 1:8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel untgou than
that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.

Gal 1:9 As we said before, so say | now again, if any man preach any other gospel unto
you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.

18. If you consider the copies available, ageand accuracy of the documents it becomes
quite obvious that we have the inspired Word of God preserved for us and need no
extra-biblical revelation. Flavius Josephus was an unbeliever who in Contra Apion
describes the sacred "Books of the Jew." For yolsee canonicity was an accepted part of
Jewish history. Not surprisingly he tells us (without any ax to grind) that the Old
Testament is the Canon and has no need for addegseudepigraphai .

19. Col. R. B. Thieme in his bookCanonicity writes concerning the Apocrypha. Quoting
now:
"THE REJECTION OF THE APOCRYPHA"

1. THE APOCRYPHA WAS NEVER IN THE HEBREW CANON. Every cardindexing of
the Canon of Scripture in the ancient world listed only ... the Old Testament, but it
excluded the Apocrypha in toto.

2. NEITHER JESUS CHRIST NOR ANY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT WRITERS EVER
QUOTED FROM THE APOCRYPHA. Never even once.
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3. JOSEPHUS EXPRESSLY EXCLUDED THEM FROM HIS LIST OF SACRED
SCRIPTURE IN HIS BOOK. He explained that these bookswere excluded from the
Canon because they were spurious!

4. NO MENTION OF THE APOCRYPHA WAS MADE IN ANY CATALOGUE OF
CANONICAL BOOKS IN THE FIRST FOUR CENTURIES A.D. It was not until the fifth
century that a well-known organization slipped them into th e catalogue.

5. THESE APOCRYPHAL BOOKS WERE NEVER ASSERTED TO BE DIVINELY
INSPIRED, OR TO POSSESS DIVINE AUTHORITY IN THEIR CONTENTS!

6. NO PROPHETS WERE CONNECTED WITH THESE WRITINGS! Each Old
Testament book was written by a man who was a prophet eiher by office or by gift or
both.

7. THESE BOOKS CONTAINED MANY HISTORICAL, GEOGRAPHICAL AND
CHRONOLOGICAL ERRORS. They so distorted and contradicted Old Testament
narratives that in order to accept the Apocrypha one had to reject the Old Testament.

8. THE APOCRYPHA TEACHES DOCTRINES AND UPHOLDS PRACTICES WHICH
ARE CONTRARY TO THE CANON OF SCRIPTURE! Documentation regarding the
false doctrine found in the Apocrypha is as follows:

a. Prayers and Offerings for the Dead. In 2 Maccabees 12:4146, not only are
prayers offered for the dead, but monetary offerings are brought on their behalf and
even recommended! | am quoting from the Douay version ... of the Old Testament,
which is a revised version of the Latin Vulgate:

It is therefore a holy and wholesome thought to pray for the dead, that
they may be loosed from sin (v. 46).

This is contrary to all Scripture (John 3:18, 36)! You simply cannot buy the unsaved
dead out of their unsaved status, nor can you improve their condition by prayer!

b. Suicide Justified. ~ 2Ma 14:41-46 deals with a revolt against the Syrians, led by the
Maccabean brothers. Here we find an attempted suicide that was not successful until
the third try. ... The Bible teaches that to take one's own life is to superimpose human
volition over divine volition (Psa. 31:15); but the Apocrypha justifies this suicide and
calls it a noble death.

c. Atonement and Salvation by Almsgiving. At least two of the books in the
Apocrypha state that sins may be atoned for and salvation may beobtained by giving
large donations ... Ecclesiasticus 3:33 ... speaks of atonement by almsgiving. Tobit 4:11
states that salvation can be purchased:
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For alms deliver from all sin, and from death and will not suffer the
soul to go into darkness.

d. Cruelty to Slaves Justified. In Ecclesiasticus 33:25-29, we read that the best way
to treat a slave is to pile the work on him, and that, if need be, cruelty to slaves is fully
justified, ...

e. The Doctrine of Emanations . This is a cosmological concep characteristic of ...
Gnosticism. It explains the world as an "outflowing" from One Absolute source but
never uses the word "God." This is frequently encountered in Indian metaphysics. In
contrast to "creation,” "emanations" is entirely impersonal and metaphorical. ...

What we have here is a rehash of Neoplatonism ... Plato also taught that knowledge is
partly a matter of recollections of a previous life with all souls preexisting.

f. The preexistence of souls is also mentioned ... which claims that the soul, as well
as the body is produced in procreation by the parents. Now we know that ultimately only
God can give soutlife.

g. Other Fallacies and Blasphemies in the Apocrypha. ... hatred of the
Samaritans. ... lying is sanctioned. ... incantations are encouraged ... seven angels are
said to have the power of intercession ... "

Now where do you find all these things--including Purgatory --mentioned? Only in the
Apocrypha! Is it any wonder, then, that the Apocrypha was rejected?

THE CRITER IA FOR NEW TESTAMENT CANONICITY

1. Apostolicity . Every book must be written by an Apostle or someone closely
associated with an Apostle. ...

2. Reception by the Churches. The books must be universally received by the local
Churches as authenticat the time of their writing.

3. Consistency. They must be consistent with the doctrines that the Church already
possessed-namely, the Old Testament and Apostolic teaching.

4. Inspiration. Each Book must give evidence, internally and externally, of being
divinely inspired. The spiritual gift of discernment was used to determine canonicity
(1Cor. 12:10).

5. Recognition. Each book must be recognized as canonical in the catalogues of the
Church Fathers and must be used by those who had the gift opastor-teacher.

6. Internal. To be canonical, each book must contain exhortation to public exegesis of
the Word ..."

48



20. So much for the Colonel's excellent analysis.

21. Interestingly neither the Roman nor the Greek Orthodox Church accepts all of the
theology of the Apocrypha. They have chosen to pick and choose. They therefore have
no absolute standard or canon. Much of that taught in the Apocrypha is vehemently
opposed to sound Catholic teaching and many of the early church fathers considered the
Apocrypha as questionable. It was not to be considered equal with the Bible.

22. The church councils finally resolved all question as to what constituted our New
Testament.

a. Council of Laodicia-336 AD
b. Council of Damascus382 AD
c. Council of Carthage-397 AD
d. Council of Hippo-419 AD

22.1 The Council of Laodicia recognized and accepted all books of the New Testament
except Revelation; but at the following three councils Revelation was accepted.

23. The question of canonicity never came up again until the rise of liberalism in the
nineteenth century which led to our twentieth century modernism.

11. Inclosing | want to provide in part a paraphrase of a semon by James Kennedy
entitled The Anvil.

If the Bible had not been written, many critics would have been out of work. It is the
most attacked book written. Years ago | saw a painting of a very large anvil and around
the anvil on the floor lay scattered many shattered, smashed hammers and underneath
was written the words "the Word of God endureth forever."

The anvil is an appropriate metaphor for the Word of God, which like the anvil has
endured the attacks of numerous skeptics and unbelievers and yet sill stands unscathed
in spite of the onslaught of the ages. "Hammer away ye hostile hands your hammers
break, God's Anvil stands." The Word of the Lord endureth forever. God in a
supernatural way has sustained His Word down through the centuries against the
attacks of all ranks and classes of men. Numerous kings with the scepter of state in one
hand have taken up the hammer of unbelief ... and ... with all the power of government
have attempted to smash the Anvil of God.

The cases are humerous:

One df the early ones involved Herod, sometimes called "the Great." He discovered that
the wise men declared that the One who had been chosen to be ruler in Israel had been
born. He gathered together the scholars from the East to find out where this prince
should be born. They said to him, "It is written in the prophet, thou Bethlehem

Ephratah though thou be least among the tribes of Judah yet out of thee shall He come
forth to me who shall rule my people Israel. Whose goings forth have been from old,
even from everlasting. Thus said the Prophet, thus declared the Word of God."
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Then King Herod took up the hammer of his might and sent for his soldiers to destroy
that promised One and nullify the prophesy. They killed all of the children two years old
and younger in all of the environs of Bethlehem. And the king believed he had brought
to naught the prophecy of the Word of God. But God had warned Joseph in a dream. He
took the child and his mother and fled into Egypt and so the prophecy came to pass.
The Word of God was fulfilled. He that was to rule His people came forth out of
Bethlehem after all. Another king 400 years later, Constantine the Great, made Rome a
Christian Empire; at his death his nephew Julian, later to be known as Julian the
Apostate, rose to the throne. He was determined to reestablish the pagan religions of
Rome and set out to study the Scripture to disprove Christianity by using his armies to
disprove its prophecies by bringing them to naught.

When he saw the prophecy concerning he destruction of the Temple he determined that
he would build the Temple again, disproving the Scripture. He sent forth the money and
the men to do just that; but there was a great earthquake that destroyed the work before
it was hardly started. Undaunted, he started again, but this time from fissures in the
earth, there came forth great clouds of gas which were ignited in great explosions,
terrifying the men. His men fled from the scene refusing to return in spite of all the

i nducement s of fawaygedostile handayouneammers break, God's
Anvil stands. 0

Hitler, who called himself a complete pagan, and Mussolini, who declared the church
would soon cease to exist, set themselves obstinately against Christ's Church and the
Word of God. Hitler determined to uproot Christianity -- root and branch. Hitler's
charred body was discovered in a bunker. Mussolini hung by his feet in the town
square. The Word of God goes on today. The Word of the Lord endureth forever.

Many of those breaking their hammers against the Anvil were changed into avid
defenders of the very Word they hated. One such man was the brilliant and erudite Sir
William Michael Ramsey, Oxford trained, born into a house of skepticism and atheism,
his parents wealthy unbelievers. Hewas determined that he would see the Word of God
demolished. Unlike the philosophers who discoursed and made claims, he would use his
training as an archaeologist to prove the Bible was the product of ambitious monks of
the second and third century. After much study he determined the Achilles heel of the
New Testament was the book of Acts because it included detailed accounts of Paul's
missionary journeys, with the names of places throughout the Roman world. The critical
world waited expectantly. Even some Christians were fearful of his findings. Beginning
in 1881 he labored indefatigably for 15 years following the routes laid out by Luke.

In 1896, he produced his work, Saint Paul, Roman Citizen, World Traveler.

Much to the dismay of those scholarswho waited for his findings he said he had found
Luke to be an astonishingly accurate guide for his journeys and when he had followed
his instructions he had turned up the evidence which proved him right. For forty years
he continued his excavations andwritings all to the increasing chagrin of the
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unbelieving world. He found Luke to be accurate in the minutest detail. Ramsey
committed his life to the Christ of the Scriptures which he had found to be unfailingly
sure.

Colonel Robert Ingersoll was a fanous skeptic and unbeliever. He met a general on a
train as he was traveling to one of his many speaking engagements against the Bible.
Discussing theology, he told the general, "You have great literary skills. Why don't you
use these skills to demolishthe myth and uncover the truth about this Jesus and show
Him as only a man among men." The general decided to take up the challenge and
began his research. As he searched he found himself astonished that this peasant from
Nazareth from which no good thing could come, having never attended school, never
earned any degrees, walked upon a mountain and delivered the most astounding
sermon on human ethics the world has ever seen. This general considered, how can He
know these things? His amazement increaseduntil there at the cross he received the
Lord as His Saviour. The general's name was Lou Wallace, the author oBen Hur.

The Assured Results of Higher Criticism was a school established in the last century.
They were determined to demolish all tradit ional views of the Bible.

They said it was quite obvious Moses could not possibly have written the Pentateuch
because writing had not yet been invented in Moses' day. About the time that Higher
Criticism really got going, so also developed the science barchaeology. The spade of
the archaeologist became the bane of the School of Higher Criticism. The postulation
concerning the incipience of writing post - dating Moses was soon disproved. According
to several digs writing was found to predate Moses by1,500 years, thus shattering the
notion that Moses could not write.

The Empire of Assyria with its capital of Nineveh was believed to never have existed
except in the mythological Bible. None of the secular historians had written about
Assyria. An archaeologist named Layard went to Masul where in an ancient dig he
found a brick with the name Sargon. He sent it to the museum in Paris where it was
declared to be fraudulent because the empire never existed.

Layard later dug up the whole city of Nineveh and discovered thousands of inscriptions
detailing the history of Assyria.

The Hittites mentioned over 40 times in the Bible were believed to be mythical. In
1906, Hugo Winkler uncovered in central Turkey the city of Burgoscoi which turned out
to be the capital of the Empire of the Hittites.

The birth of Jesus was a familiar target. Luke was a frequent object of several critics.
Scholars said there was no such thing as a census required by Rome. People were not
required to return to their ancestral h omes said the critics. Later a papyrus was
discovered ordering citizens to return to their birth place to be counted for taxation
purposes. And so it goes. Even today there are skeptics everywhere, ever doubting the
birth, life, resurrection and ascension of Christ Jesus, our Lord. It is His total work that
we cel ebrate each and every Lordobés day.
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12. | am eternally grateful to men like Col. R. B. Thieme, Jr., Josh McDowell, Dwight
Pentecost, C. |. Scofield, Lewis Sperry Chafer, John Walvoord and a hosbf others too
numerous to mention for providing much of that which | have ingested and metabolized
in preparing this message for you.
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The Doctrine of The Biblical Caesars:

Julio-Claudian

31 B.C.-14 A.D. Augustus 45 years
14- 37 A.D. Tiberius 23 years
37-41A.D. Caligula 4 years
41-54 A.D. Claudius 13 years
54-68 A.D. Nero 1 4 years
Civil War

68-69 A.D. Galba 1 year
69 A.D. Otho

69 A. D. Vitellius

Flavian

69- 79 A. D. Vespasian 10 years
79-81A.D. Titus 2 years
81- 96 A. D. Domitian 5 years
TIMELINE

Augustus: (@) Christ born € BC

(b) Family went to Egypt and returned circuitously

Tiberius: (&) Christ presented His Kingdom
(b) Christ crucified, buried, resurrected and ascended
(c) Saul persecuted Christians
(d) Saul converted

Caligula: (@) PaulOs work in Jerusalem
(b) PaulOs first missionary journey
Claudius: (a) Christians persecuted,
for example: Aquila & Priscilla exiled to Corinth
(b) PaulOs 2nd and 3rd missionary journey
Nero: (a) Christians fed to lions and torche

(b) Paul imprisoned and executed
(c) Peter writes his Epistles and warns of persecution

Galba
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Otho
Vitellius: (a) Civil War

Vespasian (a) Defeats all opponents, ends civil war

Titus: (a) Jerusalem destroyed
(b) Jews exiled

Domitian: (a) John exiled to Patmos
Narrative of the Biblical Caesars:
1. Introduction:

1.1 Rome had been a Republic of Patricians under a Senatorial umbrella until one Gaius
Julius Caesar crossed the Rubicon in approximately B.C. 50. He had just onquered
Gaul (this was most of France, Netherlands, Belgium and the south of Germany below
the Rhine river).

1.1.1 Patricians were nobles who ruled areas because they had large estates and their rulership
carried rights of primogeniture. They were #fere also Plutocrats.

1.2 A Senator might also be authorized to acquire an Army of 10,000 to 30,000
Legionnaires for the purpose of garrisoning a Province and even as was very often the
case expanding Roman hegemony. Julius Caesar was authorized by th8enate to
conquer certain tribes in Gaul which he did. Afterwards he did the unprecedented,
Caesar brought his army to Rome where his veterans made Julius the Emperor of all of
Rome.

1.3 Julius ruled Rome as Emperor from 49 B.C. until 44 B.C. whevabassassinated by
several Senators led by Brutus and Cassius.

2. Julius had earlier adopted Augustus as his son and heir. Because of the opposition in
the Senate they did not give Augustus the Emperorship although he was a favorite of
Caesar's Legims. A competitor of Augustus was Caesar's chief lieutenant, Mark Antony.

2.1 A Triumvirate was established consisting of Augustus, Antony and Marcus Lepidus. They
were given 5 years by the Senate to again establish the Republic.

3. In 36 B. C. Lepidsiwas removed and in 31 A. D. Augustus defeated Mark Antony at Actium
and he then proclaimed the Republic restored however he never stepped down as Emperor.

4. God had again intervened in a complicated set of circumstances to give the world "the times
of the gentiles”, thereby preparing the way for the coming of Jesus in His First Advent role.

4.1 The world had order for the coming of The King of kings and Lord of lords.
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5. At the time of the writing of Peter's two Epistles the Caesar was Nero @f iita character
who persecuted both Christians and Jews.
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Can | Believe The Bible?
Can | Believe The Bible?

This morning | want to review a few points found in our Doctrine of The Authenticity of
The Bible.

Last week | taught in our Doctrine of Jesus that the Scripture is based on far more
historicity than secular history at its best. My purpose this morning is to provide just a
few points to demonstrate how our Scriptures do in fact stand the tests of history. Before
we begin, let's use 1Jo 1:9 as may or may not be necessary.

1. What is history and how did we get it?

1.1 History is primarily determined from ancient written records.

1.2 To determine what is fact, or history, scholars use the followng tests:

1.2.1 How many documents exist and how old are these manuscripts. Older documents
take precedence where there are conflicts.

1.2.2 The number of mistakes in the various manuscripts and the substance of the
errors are also important.

1.2.3 The time interval between the event described and the writing of the original
documents helps in ascertaining history.

1.2.4 Various external evidence such as established contemporaneous events, rulers,
names of cities, civilizations known to exist at the time, archaeology, etc. are also used in
determining history.

2. Since we now know how history is determined, let's see how the Bible stacks up.
2.1 Robert Wilson in his book, A Scientific Investigation of the Old Testament was

impressed to write, "The evidence shows ... the Hebrew Bible has been transmitted with
the most minute accuracy.

2.1.1 This is all the more remarkable given the fact that more than 40 men, in four
languages, spanning 60 generations and 1600 years have written the Bible fromthree
di fferent continents. o

2.1.2 Mr. Wilson went on to write, "The proof that the copies of the original documents
had been handed down with substantial correctness for 2000 years cannot be denied.

2.1.3 The fact that 40 Kings living from 2000 B.c.to 400 B.c.appear in chronological
order ... with reference to the Kings of other countries ...
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could provide ... no stronger evidence for the substantial accuracy of the Old Testament
record ... mathematically, it is 1 chance in seven hundred fifty to the 21st power that this
accuracy is mere circumstance."

2.2 Concerning the accuracy of the transmission of the Hebrew Text, the Under
Li brarian of the I|ibrary at Cambridge Univers
miraculous.”

2.3 In the spring of 1947 a shepherd boy discovered "by accident" several scrolls. One
of the scrolls was a complete Hebrew manuscript of the Book of Isaiah. This scroll was
dated by paleographers at somewhere around 12%.c. This provided opportunity to
compare the prior oldest manuscript of Isaiah dated A.p. 900. As it turned out, the
accuracy of thea.n. 900 copy proved "remarkably accurate.”

2.3.1 There were only 17 letters in question. Ten of these letters were simply a matter of
spelling, four more letters were minor stylistic changes, such as conjunctions. The
remaining three letters comprised the word "light," that was added in verse 11 and did
not greatly affect the meaning. Thus in one chapter of 166 words, there was only one
word in question after 1000 years of transmission, and this word did not significantly
change the meaning of the passage.

2.3.2 A second (incomplete) scroll of Isaiah found in Qumran Cave #1 agreed even more

closely. Miller Burrows in his book, The Dead Sea Scrolls has written, "It is a matter of

wonder that through something like 1000 years the text underwent so little alteration."

As | said in my first article concerning the
supporting the fidelity of the Masoretic tradition."”

3. The Septuagint also substantiates the genuineness of the Hebrew text.

3.1 During the reign of Ptolemy Philadelphia of Egypt, the Old Testament was
translated into the Koine Greek. Ptolemy was renowned as a patron of literature, and it
was under him that the great library at Alexandria was established.

3.2 Ptolemy's librarian aroused the king's interest in the Jewish Law and advised him to
send a delegation to the High Priest Eleazar at Jerusalem.

3.3 The High Priest selected 72 trarslators, who took up residence on the Island of
Pharos, where in 72 days they completed their work and presented a Greek copy of the
Pentateuch. The Septuagint helped bridge the textual criticism gap related to the
Hebrew Old Testament.

4 . N o w whata N@w Testanent comparison reveals.
4.1 We now have close to 5,000 Greek manuscripts, along with some 13,000 copies of

portions of the New Testament. Besides all this, much of the NT can be produced from
guotations of early Christian writers.
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4.1.1 To be skeptical of the text of the NT is to allow all classical antiquity to slip into

obscurity. No other document of the ancient period is as well established
bibliographically as the NT. Let me give you a comparison chart:

Author/Book Date Written Earliest Copy |Time Gap # of Copies
Hormer, ey 00 BC ca. 400 BC ca. 400w E43
Thucwdides, S5t |460-400 BC ca. A0 300 ca. 1,300 ws g

Caesar, fnader figes | 10044 BC ca Al 200 ca. 1,000 ws 10

Livew, Aafovs i Seens| 09 BC-2D 17 ca. AD 400 [partial]  [ca. 400ws 1[ patial]

Livey, A oS 59 BC-AD 17 ca. AD 1000(mast]  [ca. 1,000 ws 19 [rmost)
Pliree the Elder, ADE1-113 ca. Al 850 ca. Folrs 7
L

TheMewTestament |AD S0-100 ca, Al 114-325 ca. S0-225ws 24,000+

4.1.2 Using the stardard rules for defining history, the chart clearly indicates the New

Testament is superior.

4.2 Sir Frederic Kenyon, Director and Principal Librarian of the British Museum and

second to none in authority for issuing statements about ancient manuscriptswr i t es, .

beside number, the manuscripts of the New Testament differ from those of the classical
authors, and this time the difference is clear again. In no case is the interval of time
between the composition of the book and the date of the earliestextant manuscripts so
short as in that of the NT. The books of the NT were written in the latter part of the 1st
century; the earliest extant manuscripts (trifling scraps excepted) are of the 4th century
- say from 250 to 300 years later. This may sound like a considerable interval, but it is
nothing to that which separates most of the great classical authors from their earliest
manuscripts. We believe that we have in all essentials an accurate text of the seven

extant plays of Sophocles; yet the earliest substantial manuscript upon which it was
based was written more than 1400 years after the poet's death."”

4 . 3 iFo

r Caesar's
good, and the oldest is some 900 years later thanCaesar's day. Of the 14 books of the

Gael i

c War

ther e

Histories of Tacitus (A.D. 100) only four and one-half survive; of the 16 books of his

Annals, 10 survive in full and two in part. The text of these extant portions of Tacitus'
two great historical works depend entirely on two manuscripts, one of the ninth century

and one
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5. Let me summarize what the time gap between the NT autographs and the extant
copies reveal.

5.1 The time gap between the original manuscript (the autograph) and the extant copies
call for this conclusion: the NT is far more authentic than Greek classical history.

5. 2 Most copies of the Greek classical autho
more after the autograph. In the case of the NT, two of the most important manu scripts

were written within 300 years after the NT was completed, and some virtually complete

books, as well as extensive fragmentary manuscripts, date back to one century from the

original writings.

5.3 Except for the NT, there are more extant manuscripts of the lliad (643) than any
other book. The NT has about 20,000 lines. Thelliad has about 15,500 lines. Only 40
lines or 400 words of the NT are in doubt, whereas 764 lines of thelliad are questioned.
This five percent textual corruption of the lliad compares with one-half of one percent
for the NT.

6 . Now | etds see what archeology teaches reg

6.1 Nelson Glueck, a renowned Jewish archaeologist, noted that,
"It may be stated categorically that no archaedogical discovery has ever controverted a
Biblical reference.”

6.2 William F. Albright one our countries greatest archaeologist writes, "There can be
no doubt that archaeology has confirmed the substantial historicity of Old Testament
tradition. Discovery after discovery has established the accuracy of innumerable
details."

6.3 Merrill Unger summarizes, "Old Testament archaeology has rediscovered whole
nations, resurrected important peoples and in a most astounding manner filled in
historical gaps, adding immeasurably to the knowledge of Biblical backgrounds."

6.4 Millar Burrows a Yale archaeologist says, "The excessive skepticism of many liberal
theologians stems not from a careful evaluation of the available data, but from an
enormous predisposition against the supernatural. On the whole, however,
archaeological work has unquestionably strengthened confidence in the reliability of the
Scriptural record. More than one archaeologist has found his respect for the Bible
increased by the experienceof excavation in Palestine."

6.5 Archaeology has also given us evidence as to the substantial accuracy of the
Masoretic text.

6.5.1 A wine jar, dating from the first or second century A.D., was discovered in the
Middle East. The seal on the jar was stanped with a quote from Jer 48:11. Jeremiah
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having been written in c. 600 B.c. The quotation found on the seal in general conformed
to the earliest Masoretic Text. This seal attested to the accuracy with which the text had
been copied over hundreds of yeas by generations of copyist.

6.6 Prior to 1925 it was fashionable to treat the patriarchal sagas of Genesis as though
they were artificial creations of Israelite scribes. Archaeological finds since 1925 have
changed all that. There is scarcely a sigle Biblical historian who has not been
impressed by the rapid accumulation of data supporting the substantial historicity of
patriarchal traditions.

6.7 lIsrael according to the Book of Genesis, originated from the area of Mesopotamia.
Archaeological evidence certainly supports this origin.

6.8 Genesis tells us the whole earth was at one time of one language and philologists
concur that this was most likely true given their study of ancient language progression.

6.9 Esau in Gen 36:20 encountered apeople called the Horites, and for many years the
verse was thought to be in error; perhaps, thought some (since the word Horite being
similar to the Hebrew word for cave), it described a few cave dwellers.

6.9.1 Archeology now has found the Horites werea people living in Palestine at the time
of the patriarchs.

6.10 During the excavation of Jericho, the chief archaeologist (Garstang) found
something so startling that he had a document prepared and signed by two of his fellow
workers to the effect that, "The walls fell outward and not inward." This very unusual
phenomena was described in Jos 6:20.

6.11 There are many other evidences from archaeology that authenticate the Scriptures
and there will no doubt be more.

6.11.1 William Albright summed it up: "As critical study of the Bible is more and more
influenced by the rich new material from the rich ancient Near East, we shall see a
steady rise in respect for the historical significance of now neglected or despised
passages ..."

7. Scientific data also provide evidence of Scriptural authenticity. A few examples:

7.1 Planets move around each other. Job 38:31

7.2 Static electricity exists and can be formed, as we now know, by the condensation of
vapor. Water rises and then again falls as rain. As we know water is never lost, it just
rises and falls. Jer 10:13

7.3 The earth is a sphere. Isa 40:22

7.4 The earth rotates on its axis. Luk 17:3134
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7.5 Air has weight. Job 28:25

7.6 Winds have circuits and there are laws of evaporation. Ec 1:6-7

7.7 Messages can be sent by electricity. Job 38:35

7.8 Doctors of medicine have often marveled at the detail the Bible provides concerning
sanitation, health practices, etc. In Leviticus and Deuteronomy there are great details

provided with reference to quarantining communicable diseases. Lev 13:4546

8. There are many prophecies that Jesus fulfilled and many more which will later be
fulfilled:

8.1 Jesus would be born in Bethlehem. Mic 5:2

8.2 Jesus would be born of a virgin. Isa 7:14

8.3 Jesus would be believed on by Gentiles. Isa 65:1

8.4 Jesus would teach by parables. Psa 78:2

8.5 Jesus would perform miracles. Isa 35:5

8.6 Jesusd disciples would forsake Him. Zec
8.7 Jesus would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silverZec 11:13

8.8 Jesus would be rejected, despised and bear our sorrows and transgressions. Isa
53:2-6

8.9 The sun would go down and there would be darkness from 12:00 noon to 3:00 pm.
Amo 8:9

8.10 Jesus would be resurrected. Hos 6:2

8.11 Jesis' bones would not be broken. Psa 34:20

8. 12 Jesusd side would be pierced. Zec 12:10
8.13 Jesus would be thirsty and be given gall and vinegar to drink. Psa 69:21

8. 14 Jesusd garments would be divided and | o
8.15 Jesus' body would not decay. Psa 16:10

9. OT prophecies about Jesus- a summary chart:
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THE PROPHECY THE FULFILLMENT THE TIME SPAN

Bornofa virgin Luke 1:26-38 700 ¥eArs
Izaiah gi14

Eornin Bethlehem Matthew zi1y Luke z14-7 FO0 WRATS
Micah gz

The tirne of Hiz appearance Luke 19:44; Galatians 424 530 years

Daniel gizq4-27

Abandoned by Hisdizciples Matthew 26313 Mark 14:50 520 ¥ears
Zechariah 177

Pierced in His side John 19:34, 37 S0 ¥ears

Zechariah 12510

Hiz resurrection and Actz ziz5-32 1,000 vears (Pzalms)
exaltation moo years (Izaiah)

Fzalm 16110
Izaiah 52113, 10-12

Hiz azcenzion into heaven Actz 1295 Ephesianz 4:5 1,000 ¥eaYs
Fzalm 638:48

A forerunner prepared His Matthew 2:1-9; Luke 2296 moo years [Izaiah)
wWay

Izaiah qoi3-5

10. In closing | want to give you in part, a sermon by James Kennedy entitledThe Anvil.

If the Bible had not been written, many critics would have been out of work. Itis the
most attacked book written. Years ago | saw a painting of a very large anvil and around
the anvil on the floor lay scattered many shattered, smashed hammers and underneath
was written the words "the Word of God endureth forever."

The anvil is an appropriate metaphor for the Word of God which like the anvil has
endured the attacks of numerous skeptics and unbelievers and yet still stands unscathed
in spite of the onslaught of the ages. "Hammer away ye hostile hands your hammers
break, God's Anvil stands." The Word of the Lord endureth forever.

God in a supernatural way has sustained His Word down through the centuries against
the attacks of all ranks and classes of men. Numerous kings with the scepter of state in
one hand have &ken up the hammer of unbelief ... and ... with all the power of
government have attempted to smash the Anvil of God.

The cases are humerous:

One of the early ones involved Herod sometimes called "the Great." He discovered that
the wise men declaredthat the One who had been chosen to be ruler in Israel had been
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born. He gathered together the scholars from the east to find out where this prince
should be born. They said to him, "It is written in the prophet, thou Bethlehem
Ephratah though thou be least among the tribes of Judah yet out of thee shall He come
forth to me who shall rule my people Israel. Whose goings forth have been from old,
even from everlasting. Thus said the Prophet, thus declared the Word of God."

Then King Herod took up the hammer of his might and sent for his soldiers to destroy
that promised One ... and nullify the prophesy. They killed all of the children two years
old and younger in all of the environs of Bethlehem. And the King believed he had
brought to naught the prop hecy of the Word of God. But God had warned Joseph in a
dream. He took the child and his mother and fled into Egypt and so the prophecy came
to pass. The Word of God was fulfilled. He that was to rule His people came forth out of
Bethlehem after all.

Another king 400 years later, Constantine the Great, made Rome a Christian Empire; at
his death his nephew Julian, later to be known as Julian the Apostate, rose to the
throne. He was determined to reestablish the pagan religions of Rome and set out to
study the Scripture ... to disprove Christianity by using his armies to disprove its
prophecies, by bringing them to naught.

When he saw the prophecy concerning the destruction of the Temple he determined that

he would build the Temple again, disproving the Scripture. He sent forth the money and

the men to do just that; but there was a great earthquake that destroyed the work before

it was hardly started. Undaunted, he started again, but this time from fissures in the

earth, there came forth great clouds of gas which were ignited in great explosions,

terrifying the men. His men fled from the scene refusing to return in spite of all the
inducements offered. AHammer away ye hostile
Anvil stands. 0

Hitler, who called himself a complete pagan, and Mussolini, who declared the church
would soon cease to exist, set themselves obstinately against Christ's Church and the
Word of God. Hitler determined to uproot Christianity -- root and branch. Hitler's
charred body was discovered ina bunker. Mussolini hung by his feet in the town
square. The Word of God goes on today. The Word of the Lord endureth forever.

Many of those breaking their hammers against the Anvil were changed into avid
defenders of the very Word they hated. One sich man was the brilliant and erudite Sir
William Michael Ramsey, Oxford trained, born into a house of skepticism and atheism,
his parents were wealthy unbelievers. He was determined that he would see the Word of
God demolished. Unlike the philosophers who discoursed and made claims, he would
use his training as an archaeologist to prove the Bible was the product of ambitious
monks of the second and third century.

After much study he determined the achilles heel of the New Testament was the book of
Acts because it included detailed accounts of Paul's missionary journeys, with the names
of places throughout the Roman world. The critical world waited expectantly. Even

some Christians were fearful of his findings. Beginning in 1881, he labored indefatigably
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for 15 years following the routes laid out by Luke. In 1896, he produced his work, Saint
Paul, Roman Citizen, World Traveler.

Much to the dismay of those scholars who waited for his findings. He said he had found
Luke to be an astonishingly accurate gude for his journeys and when he had followed
his instructions he had turned up the evidence which proved him right. For forty years
he continued his excavations and writings all to the increasing chagrin of the
unbelieving world. He found Luke to be accurate in the minutest detail. Ramsey
committed his life to the Christ of the Scriptures which he had found to be unfailingly
sure.

Colonel Robert Ingersoll was a famous skeptic and unbeliever. He met a general on a
train as he was traveling to one of s many speaking engagements against the Bible.
They discussed theology, he told the general, "You have great literary skills. Why don't
you use these skills to demolish the myth and uncover the truth about this Jesus and
show Him as only a man among men"

The general decided to take up the challenge and began his research. As he searched he
found himself astonished that this peasant from Nazareth from which no good thing

could come, having never attended school, never earned any degrees, walked upon a
mountain and delivered the most astounding sermon on human ethics the world has

ever seen. This general considered, how can He know these things? His amazement
increased until there at the cross he received the Lord as His Saviour. The general's
name was Lou Wallace the author ofBen Hur.

The Assured Results of Higher Criticism was a school established in the last century.
They were determined to demolish all traditional views of the Bible.

They said it was quite obvious Moses could not possibly tave written the Pentateuch
because writing had not been invented in Moses' day. About the time that Higher
Criticism really got going, so also developed the science of archaeology. The spade of
the archaeologist became the bane of the School of Higher Qticism. The postulation
concerning the incipience of writing post - dating Moses was soon disproved. According
to several digs writing was found to predate Moses by 1,500 years, thus shattering the
notion that Moses could not write.

The Empire of Assyria with its capital of Nineveh was believed to never have existed
except in the mythological Bible. None of the secular historians had written about
Assyria. An archaeologist named Layard went to Masul where in an ancient dig he
found a brick with the nam e Sargon. He sent it to the museum in Paris where it was
declared to be fraudulent because the empire never existed.

Layard later dug up the whole city of Nineveh and discovered thousands of inscriptions
detailing the history of Assyria.

The Hittites mentioned over 40 times in the Bible were believed to be mythical. In

1906, Hugo Winkler uncovered in central Turkey, the city of Burgoscoi which turned out
to be the capital of the Empire of the Hittites.
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The birth of Jesus was a familiar target. Luke was a frequent object of several critics.
Scholars said there was no such thing as a census required by Rome. People were not
required to return to their ancestral homes said the critics. Later a papyrus was
discovered ordering citizens to return to th eir birth place to be counted for taxation
purposes.

11. And so it goes. Even today there are skeptics everywhere, ever doubting the birth,

life, resurrection and ascension of Christ Jesus, our Lord. Itis His total work that we
celebrate eachandeveryk or dos day.
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Doctrine of Bitterness

1. Bitterness is a reaction factor in the early stages of reversionism. It tends to intensify
other reversionary factors such as jealousy, boredom, self pity, loneliness, etc.

Isa 38:9 A writing of Hezekiah king of Judah after his illness and recovery ...

Isa 38:17 Behold, for peace | had greabitterness : but thou hast in love to my soul
delivered it from the pit of corruption: for thou hast cast all my sins behind thy back.
Isa 38:18 For the grave cannot praise thee, death can not celebrate thee: theyhat go
down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth.

2. The Hebrew word for bitterness in verse seventeen isMarar and means bitterness
but is translated "such anguish” in the NIV.

Isa 38:17 Surely it was for my benefit that | suffered such anguish . In your love you
kept me from the pit of destruction; you have put all my sins behind your back.

3. Bitterness is simple anger, visa-vis God's perfect plan. | think a case study of
Hezekiah will help us better understand the terrible sin of bitterness.

3.1 Hezekiah reigned king of Judah (c. 715 to c. 68®.c) a reign of some 30 years. His
father, Ahaz, was king before him.

3.2 The Assyrian domination of the fertile crescent valley posed a major international
problem for both the northern kingdom, Isr ael and the southern kingdom, Judah.

3.3 Israel was divided into two kingdoms at the death of Solomon. His son Rehaboam
took Judah and Jeraboam took the northern kingdom.

2Ch 10:16 And when all Israel saw that the king would not hearken unto them, the
people answered the king, saying, What portion have we in David? and we have none
inheritance in the son of Jesse: every man to your tents, O Israel: and now, David, see to
thine own house. So all Israel went to their tents.

2Ch 10:17 But as for the childen of Israel that dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam
reigned over them.

3.4 Ahaz established and maintained a policy of friendship with Assyria while the

northern kingdom capitulated to Assyria in ¢c. 721 B.c. Judah was in essence a vassal
state of Assyria during the reign of Ahaz.
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3.5 Ahaz established and maintained a policy of friendship with Assyria while the
northern kingdom capitulated to Assyria in c. 721 B.c. Judah was in essence a vassal
state of Assyria during the reign of Ahaz.

3.6 Hezekiah began his reign with aseries of religious reforms. These reforms might
best be described as a "back to the Bible time."

3.6.1 Hezekiah was keenly aware that the captivity of the northern kingdom was caused
by idolatry and an overt disobedience to the Word of God.

2Ki 18:9 In King Hezekiah's fourth year, which was the seventh year of Hoshea son of
Elah king of Israel, Shalmaneser king of Assyria marched against Samaria and laid siege
to it.

2Ki 18:10 At the end of three years the Assyrians took it. So Samariavas captured in
Hezekiah's sixth year, which was the ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel.

2Ki 18:11 The king of Assyria deported Israel to Assyria and settled them in Halah, in
Gozan on the Habor River and in towns of the Medes.

2Ki 18:12 This happened beause they had not obeyed the LORD their God, but had
violated his covenant-- all that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded. They
neither listened to the commands nor carried them out.
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3.6.2 Hezekiah accordingly removed idolatry, repaired and cleansed the temple,
restored worship and extended Passover invitations to the citizens of Judah and Israel.

3.6.3 Hezekiah was successful in attracting many to Jerusalem. The celebration
exceeded all Passover festivals since théme of Solomon.

3.7 Hezekiah also was an outstanding military leader. Anticipating an Assyrian attack
on Judah, he fortified Jerusalem.

3.8 By constructing 1,777 foot tunnel from the Siloam pool to a point inside the city's
walls he provided a water supply helping to make Jerusalem an impregnable
fortification.

3.8.1 With religious and military preparations at its best, Hezekiah assembled his
people in the city square and boldly expressed his confidence in God for protection.

Sennacherib Threatens Judah
2Ch 32:3 Hezekiah consulted with his officials and military staff about blocking off the
water from the springs outside the city, and they helped him.

2Ch 32:4 A large force of men assembled, and they blocked all the springs and the

stream that flowed through the land. "Why should the kings of Assyria come and find
plenty of water?" they said.
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2Ch 32:5 Then he worked hard repairing all the broken sections of the wall and building
towers on it. He built another wall outside that one and reinforced the supporting
terraces of the City of David. He also made large numbers of weapons and shields.
2Ch 32:6 He appointed military officers over the people and assembled them before him
in the square at the city gate and encouraged them with these words:

2Ch 32:7 "Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or discouraged because of the
king of Assyria and the vast army with him, for there is a greater power with us than
with him.

2Ch 32:8 With him is only the arm of flesh, but with us is the LORD our God to help us
and to fight our battles.” And the people gained confidence from what Hezekiah the king
of Judah said.

3.9 King Sennacherib of Assyria, in c. 7018.c. advanced into the maritime plain west of
Jerusalem, conquering numerous cities. He also exacted tribute from Jerusalem and
besieged the important city of Lachish.

2Ki 18:13 In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah's reign, Sennacherib king of Assyria
attacked all the fortified cities of Judah and captured them.

2Ki 18:14 So Hezekiah king of Judah sent this message to the king of Assyria at Lachish:
"l have done wrong. Withdraw from me, and | will pay whatever you demand of me."
The king of Assyria exacted fom Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred talents of silver
and thirty talents of gold.

2Ki 18:15 So Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was found in the temple of the LORD
and in the treasuries of the royal palace.

2Ki 18:16 At this time Hezekiah king of Judah stripped off the gold with which he had
covered the doors and doorposts of the temple of the LORD, and gave it to the king of
Assyria.

3.9.1 Emboldened by this and other successes, Sennacherib sent a large army to encircle
Jerusalem and demand its complete surrender. Jerusalem, however, refused to
capitulate.

3.10 About this time Hezekiah became critically ill.

3.10.1 The prophet Isaiah not only assured the king of Judah that his life would be
extended 15 years, but also promised relief for he kingdom from Assyrian pressure.
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Hezekiah's lliness

2Ki 20:1 In those days Hezekiah became ill and was at the point of death. The prophet
Isaiah son of Amoz went to him and said, "This is what the LORD says: Put your house
in order, because you are going to die; you will not recover."

2Ki 20:2 Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD,

2Ki 20:3 "Remember, O LORD, how | have walked before you faithfully and with
wholehearted devotion and have done what is god in your eyes." And Hezekiah wept
bitterly.

2Ki 20:4 Before Isaiah had left the middle court, the word of the LORD came to him:
2Ki 20:5 "Go back and tell Hezekiah, the leader of my people, 'This is what the LORD,
the God of your father David, says: | have heard your prayer and seen your tears; | will
heal you. On the third day from now you will go up to the temple of the LORD.

2Ki 20:6 | will add fifteen years to your life. And | will deliver you and this city from the
hand of the king of Assyria. | will defend this city for my sake and for the sake of my
servant David."

2Ki 20:7 Then Isaiah said, "Prepare a poultice of figs." They did so and applied it to the
boil, and he recovered.

3.11 By letter the Assyrian king sent an ultimatum to Hezekiah. He went to the temple
to pray for help. Once more Isaiah sent word assuring Hezekiah that the Assyrians
would return the way they came.
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2Ki 19:14 And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of the messengers, and read it:
and Hezekiah went up into the house of the LORD, and spread it before the LORD.

3.11.1 The Lord answered Hezekiah through Isaiah the prophet.

2Ki 19:32 Therefore thus saith the LORD concerning the king of Assyria, He dhall not
come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shield, nor cast a
bank against it.

2Ki 19:33 By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come into
this city, saith the LORD.

2Ki 19:34 For | will defe nd this city, to save it, for mine own sake, and for my servant
David's sake.

3.11.2 Subsequently by miraculous intervention the Assyrian army was depleted by
185,000 troops. Sennacherib returned to Nineveh never to threaten Hezekiah again. In
c. 681B.c. Sennacherib was assassinated by two of his sons.

2Ki 19:35 And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the LORD went out, and
smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five thousand: and when
they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.

2Ki 19:36 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at
Nineveh.

3.12 After the first crisis in 701 B.c. Hezekiah enjoyed a period of peace and prosperity
during his last fifteen years.

3.13 Acclaimed as the leader who had successfully withstood Assyrian aggression,
Hezekiah was supported politically and commercially by the surrounding nations.
Judah enjoyed a rapid economic recovery.

3.14 Hezekiah was later rebuked for accepting a élegation of Babylonians. Isaiah
warned that ultimately the Babylonians would conquer Jerusalem because of his
indiscretion. Hezekiah was assured the destruction of Jerusalem would not occur
during his lifetime (Isaiah chapter 39).

3.15 Hezekiah died n c. 686. He was succeeded by his son Manasseh a very wicked
king.

4. Paul lists bitterness as one of many evil characteristics extant in unbeliever
reversionist.

Rom 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:

Rom 3:11 There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.

Rom 3:12 They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there
is none that doeth good, no, not one.

Rom 3:13 Their throat is an open sepulcher; with their tongues they have used deceit;
the poison of asps is under their lips:
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Rom 3:14 Whose mouth is full of cursing and "bitterness
Rom 3:15 Their feet are swift to shed blood:

Rom 3:16 Destruction and misery are in their ways:
Rom 3:17 And the way of pace have they not known:
Rom 3:18 There is no fear of God before their eyes.
Rom 3:19 Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are
under the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty
before God.

Rom 3:20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight:
for by the law is the knowledge of sin.

5. We are urged to put away bitterness. Avoiding bitterness can only be accomplished
by consistently using the two power options.

Eph 4:31 Let all bitterness , and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be
put away from you, with all malice:

6. Bitterness is called a sin which will greatly trouble you as well as those in your
periphery.

Heb 12:15 Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of
bitterness  springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;

7. Ezekiel in c. 5978.c. predicted Israel would become bitter toward God when the 5th
cycle of discipline fell in c. 586 B.C.

Eze 27:30 And shall cause their voice to be heard against thee, and shall crpitterly ,
and shall cast up dust upon their heads, they shall wallow themselves in the ashes:

8. Bitterness motivates frustration and complaining.

Job 7:11 Therefore | will not refrain my mouth; | will speak in the anguish of my spirit; |
will complain in the bitterness of my soul.

Job 10:1 My soul is weary of my life; I will leave my complaint upon myself; | will speak
in the bitterness of my soul.

9. Frustration motivates in turn more bitterness and the person who is frustrated is
bitter and thus a "catch 22." Frustration feeds on bitterness and bitterness feeds on
frustration.

1Sa 1:9 So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and aftertey had drunk. Now
Eli the priest sat upon a seat by a post of the temple of the LORD.

1Sa 1:10 And she was ihitterness of soul, and prayed unto the LORD, and wept sore.

10. Husbands are commanded not to be bitter toward their wives.
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Col 3:19 Husbands, love your wives, and be nobitter against them.

11. Children who don't turn out proper are a grief to their father and bitterness to their
mother.

Pro 17:25 A foolish son is a grief to his father, andbitterness to her that bare him.

12. Job was filled with bitterness, yet, clearly Job played a major roll as a witness in the
appeal phase of the angelic conflict.

Job 9:18 He will not suffer me to take my breath, but filleth me with bitterness
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Doctrine of Capital Punishment
Preface:
1. The execution of Karla Faye Tucker got us all to thinking.
2. Is capital punishment proper? or do we need to rethink our position.

3. What does the Biblesay cried many from Maine to Waco and how can we justify
killing by killing? Do two wrongs make a right?

4. "The New Testament does not teach capital punishment” came the over simplistic
answer from many, "We gotta forgive like Christ forgave."

5. Let's take a look at the dispensation chart and see if we can make heads or tails of this
dilemma. As you have heard me say so often "without taking into account the
dispensation to which the Scripture speaks, the Bible is a "hodge podge" of
contradictions."

Rapture Second
H Adc;/fent
Jesus|Christ

Ageof |Age ofIsrael| Hypostatc | Church Age |Age of Israel | Millennium
Gentiles Union ribulation

5.1 In AGE OF THE GENTILES God established capital punishment for the protection
of mankind.

Gen 4:9 And the LORD said unto Cain, Where is Abel thy brother? And he said, | know
not: Am | my brother's keeper?

Gen 4:10 And he said, What hast thoudone? the voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto
me from the ground.

Gen 4:11 And now art thou cursed from the earth, which hath opened her mouth to
receive thy brother's blood from thy hand,;

Gen 4:12 When thou tillest the ground, it shall not henceforth yield unto thee her
strength; a fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the earth.

Gen 4:13 And Cain said unto the LORD, My punishment is greater than | can bear.

Gen 4:14Behold, thou hast driven me out this day from the face of the earth;
and from thy  face shall | be hid; and | shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in
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the earth; and it shall come to pass, that every one that findeth me shall slay

me.

Gen 4:15 And the LORD said unto him, Therefore whosoever slayeth Cain,

vengeance shall be taken on him sev enfold . And the LORD set a mark upon Cain,
lest any finding him should kill him.

Gen 9:2 And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth,
and upon every fowl of the air, upon all that moveth upon the earth, and upon all the
fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered.

Gen 9:3 Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb
have | given you all things.

Gen 9:4 But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.

Gen 9:5 And surely your blood of your lives will | require; at the hand of every beast will
| require it, and at the hand of man; at the hand of every man's brother will | require the
life of man.

Gen 9:6 Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in
the image of God made he man

5.2 In the AGE OF ISRAEL capital punishment was established as a proper protocol to
protect life and private property - an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a life for a life.
There were some fourteen crimes described in the Mosaic Law for which capital
punishment was appropriate. We will list and explain these later.

Num 35:31 "Do not accept a ransom for the life of a murderer, who deserves to dieHe
must surely be put to death.

5.3 Inthe AGE OF THE HYPOSTATIC UNION, where Christ offered His Kingdom to
Israel, there was no need of capital punishment for had Israel accepted Christ's offering
the New Covenant would have made unnecessary any need for capital punishment. Jer
31:31:34

Jer 31:31 "The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when | will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.

Jer 31:32 It will not be like the covenant | made with their forefathers when | took them
by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, becausethey broke my covenant, though | was a
husband to them," declares the LORD.

Jer 31:33 "This is the covenant | will make with the house of Israel after that time,"
declares the LORD. "I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. | will

be their God, and they will be my people.

Jer 31:34 No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know
the LORD,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,”
declares the LORD. "For | will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no
more."
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Postponed

AgE [ Isragl Chnst
Ens \ “hurch [Tnbulaion Mmennlum—l
Age i :

One Israel Christ _____a.  Kingdom Eemal

5.3.1 Clearly the many exhortations found in such passages as Mat 5:389 and verse
44 assumed Israel's acceptance of Christ's Kingdom offering and the implementation of
the New Covenant. The manyexhortations found in Christ's platform were designed to

be a product of the New Covenant.

Mat 5:38 Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth:
Mat 5:39 But | say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on
thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.

Mat 5:44 But | say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to
them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;

5.4 Inthe CHURCH AGE Paul established the need for Governments to use the sword
in order to maintain law and order. Church Age Scriptures teach - don't mess with the
authorities for they can use the sword quite well. Therefore we must be law abiding
citizens!

Rom 13:1 Let eery soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of
God: the powers that be are ordained of God.

Rom 13:2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and
they that resist shall receive to themselves damnaton.

Rom 13:3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be
afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same:

Rom 13:4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is euvil,
be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger
to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.

Rom 13:5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for
conscience sake.

5.4.1 Trere is clearly a place for law and order in the Church Age because there are
criminals living in our age. Notice what Paul writes in 1Ti 1:8-10 about the punishment
of criminals.
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1Ti 1:8 We know that the law is good if one uses it properly.

1Ti 1:9 We abo know that law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and
rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious; for those who kill their fathers
or mothers, for murderers,

1Ti 1:10 for adulterers and perverts, for slave traders and liarsand perjurers--and for
whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine;

5.5 Since the TRIBULATION is an extension of the Age of Israel proper, the protocol for
Israel and the nations will remain the same, not only for capital punishment but for any
number of other matters.

5.6 In THE MILLENNIUM the Scriptures teach - the person who attempts to mess up
perfect environment dies; it is the Lord Jesus Who speaks their death.

Isa 11:4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will gve
decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked .

6. So much for our preface and the analysis of capital punishment in the light of the
dispensation chart. We are now ready for a categorical study of the subject: Capital
Punishment

Introduction

1. Man has reacted emotionally to all causes of death as though it is inordinate and
something to avoid. Life is worshiped. Death is feared,; this fear is sponsorel by Satan.

Heb 2:14 Since the children have flesh and blood, Christ too shared in their humanity so
that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death--that is, the devil--
Heb 2:15and free those who all their lives were held in slaveryby their fear of death.

2. Mankind overlooks the Omnipotence, Omniscience, Sovereignty, Righteousness and
Justice of God in providing opportunity for salvation to everyone born on planet earth.
We forget death is the ultimate healing!

Tit 2:11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appearedto all men.

Joh 1:9 The true light, Christ, gives light to every man coming into the world .

3. Before death everyone has maximum opportunity to be saved.

Rom 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed fromheaven against all ungodliness and
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness;

Rom 1:19 Because that which may be known of God is manifest in themfor God hath
showed it unto them.
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Rom 1:20 For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so
that they are without excuse:

Rom 1:21Becausethat, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither
were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was
darkened.

4. Death is gain to a believer and life is service to Christ.
Phi 1:21 For to me to live is Christ, andto die is gain.

5. The Word of God authorizes killing as in capital punishment, self-defense, war and
the protection of private property.

5.1 There are those who contend the Bible prohibits killing in Exo 20:13.
Exo 20:13 Thou shalt not kill.
5.2 The Hebrew here is better "thou shall not commit homicide."

5.3 Ratsach in the Hebrew means "to murder or commit homicide" whereas Qatal
means "to kill."

5.4 In Exo 20:13 we haveRatsach as opposed toQatal .

6. The principles of the Mosaic Law are valid for implementation by national entities
says the Epistle to Timothy. We have already made this point in the Preface but it
deserves repeating.

1Ti 1:8 But we know that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully;

1Ti 1:9 Knowing this, that the law is not made for a righteous man, but for the lawless
and disobedient, for the ungodly and for sinners, for unholy and profane, for murderers
of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers,

1Ti 1:10 For whoremongers, for them that defile themselves with mankind, for
menstealers, for liars, for perjured persons, and if there be any other thing that is
contrary to sound doctrine;

6.1 All Scripture has been provided for our benefit but only when analyzed under the
concepts of ICE, an acronym for Isagogics, Categories and Exegesis. The Scripture must
also be interpreted in the light of its dispensation. This certainly includes the Old
Testament.

Isagogics is a theological term for that which is taught before the exegesis and analysis
of the Scripture; it could refer to such things as: the study of who wrote the book, why
the book was written, in what dispensation it was written, to whom the book was

written, when the book was written and any number of other things deemed important
by the teacher.
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Categories refer to how the entire Bible treats a given subject matter. In 2Pe 1:19
21 a categorical study is demanded. Verse 20 by way of an expanded translation says

"know and understand no verse should be read and interpreted alone i.e. it must not be
isolated from what the Scripture says elsewhere."

Exegesis refers to the analysis of each word as found in the best manuscript and will
include parsing of verbs, declining of nouns and pronouns, determining the significance
of syntax etc. The interpretation of metaphors and idioms is also part of proper
exegesis.

Dispensati on: The serious student of the Word must study Scripture in the light of
the Dispensation or epoch of time to which the Scripture applies.

6.1.1 All Scripture is inspired but must be read in its proper dispensational setting and
all subjects must be dudied categorically and not eclectically.

Heb 1:1 God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the
fathers by the prophets,

Heb 1:2 Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir
of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;

The Doctrine of Capital Punishment

1. The penalties for crime in Israel were of great variety and related to every type of
crime and violation of ecclesiastical regulation.

2. The capital offenses were: blasphemy, murder sabbath breaking, witchcratft,
bestiality, cheating the widow or orphan, adultery, unchaste status, incest,
homosexuality, rape, kidnapping, striking a parent, and incorrigible teenagers.

3. Blasphemy:

Lev 24:14 "Take the blasphemer outside the camp. Al those who heard him are to lay
their hands on his head, and the entire assembly is tostone him

Lev 24:15 Say to the Israelites: 'If anyone curses his God, he will be held responsible;
Lev 24:16 anyone who blasphemes the name of the LORD must be put taleath ...

3.1 More will be said later of the method of stoning but let me comment about the
violent, ensanguined and public nature of the capital punishment demanded by our
Lord: the more violent the execution the greater the deterrence.

4. Murder:
Lev 24:17 "'If anyone murders, he must be put to death.

5. Breaking the Sabbath:

Num 15:32 While the Israelites were in the desert, a man was found gathering wood on
the Sabbath day.
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Num 15:33 Those who found him gathering wood brought him to Moses and Aaron and
the whole assembly,

Num 15:34 and they kept him in custody, because it was not clear what should be done
to him.

Num 15:35 Then the LORD said to Moses, "The man must die. The whole assembly must
stone him outside the camp."

6. Witchcraft:
Exo 22:18 "Do not allow a sorceress to live.

Lev 20:27 A man also or woman that hath a familiar spirit, or that is a wizard, shall
surely be put to death: they shall stone them with stones: their blood shall be upon
them.

7. Bestiality:
Exo 22:19 "Anyone whohas sexual relations with an animal must be put to death.

8. Cheating a widow or an orphan:

Exo 22:22 "Do not take advantage of a widow or an orphan.

Exo 22:23 If you do and they cry out to me, | will certainly hear their cry.
Exo 22:24 My anger will be aroused, and I will kill you with the sword ...

9. Adultery, Unchaste Status or Incest:

Adultery
Lev 20:10 ™If a man commits adultery with another man's wife --with the wife of his
neighbor--both the adulterer and the adulteress must be put to death.

Unchaste Status

Deu 22:20 But if this thing be true, and the tokens of virginity be not found for the
damsel:

Deu 22:21 Then they shall bring out the damsel to the door of her father's house, and the
men of her city shall stone her with stones that she die:because she hath wrought folly
in Israel, to play the whore in her father's house: so shalt thou put evil away from among
you.

Incest

Lev 20:11 And the man that lieth with his father's wife hath uncovered his father's
nakedness: both of them shall surelybe put to death; their blood shall be upon them.
Lev 20:12 And if a man lie with his daughter in law, both of them shall surely be put to
death: they have wrought confusion; their blood shall be upon them.

10. Homosexual experience:
Lev 20:13 "If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done

what is detestable. They must be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.
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10.1 Homosexuality, so glorified today as an acceptable alternative life style, is a sin like
any other sin; one difference, this sin in the OT was a capital offense.

Rom 1:18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness
and wickedness of men who suppress the truth by their wickedness ...

Rom 1:22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools

Rom 1:23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like
mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.

Rom 1:24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual
impurity for t he degrading of their bodies with one another...

Rom 1:26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women
exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones.

Rom 1:27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with women ad
were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed indecent acts with other men,
and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion.

11. Rape:
Deu 22:25 But if out in the country a man happens to meet a girl pledged to be married
and rapes her, only the man who has done this shall die.

12. Kidnapping:
Exo 21:16 "Anyone who kidnaps another and either sells him or still has him when he is
caught must be put to death.

13. Striking a parent:
Exo 21:15 And he that smiteth his father, or his mother, shall be surely put to death.

14. The Incorrigible Teen:

Deu 21:18 If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and
mother and will not listen to them when they discipline him,

Deu 21:19 his father and mother shdl take hold of him and bring him to the elders at the
gate of his town.

Deu 21:20 They shall say to the elders, "This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He
will not obey us. He is a profligate and a drunkard.”

Deu 21:21 Then all the men of his town $all stone him to death. You must purge the evil
from among you. All Israel will hear of it and be afraid.

Conclusion

1. There were other types of punishment for lesser crimes to either compensate,
retaliate or deter future such crimes and this certainl y included capital punishment.

2. There was the general principle of reciprocation known as an "eye for an eye."
Exo 21:25 Burning for burning, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.
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Exo 21:26 And if a man smite the eye of his servant, or the eye of hisnaid, that it perish;
he shall let him go free for his eye's sake.

Exo 21:27 And if he smite out his manservant's tooth, or his maidservant's tooth; he
shall let him go free for his tooth's sake.

Deu 19:20 The rest of the people will hear of this and be draid, and never again will
such an evil thing be done among you.

Deu 19:21 Show no pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for
foot.

Lev 24:19 If anyone injures his neighbor, whatever he has done must be done to him:
Lev 24:20 fracture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth. As he has injured the other,
so he is to be injured.

3. If you damaged or took property from another you restored it.

Lev 24:21 And he that killeth a beast, he shall restore it: and he that killeth a man, he
shall be put to death.

4. If you kill a thief while he is breaking in your home you are not guilty of
manslaughter.

Exo 22:2 If a thief be found breaking up, and be smitten that he die, there shall no blood
be shed for him.

5. Since many £lons could not make restitution, the indigent was sold into slavery to
the harmed party.

Exo 22:3 "... for he shall make full restitution: if he have nothing, then he shall be sold
for his theft."

6. The reason for the punishment of crime was to deterfuture offenses says Deu
19:20-21.

Deu 19:20 The rest of the people will hear of this and be afraid, and never again will
such an evil thing be done among you.

Deu 19:21 Show no pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for
foot.

7. The severity of Old Testament punishment has been the subject of a great deal of
criticism but there is no doubt it worked to minimize crime.

8. The Kingdom teachings of our Lord have often been used to appeal to the "kinder
and gentler" and yet even in perfect environment when Christ returns there is judgment
from God and capital punishment for certain unbelievers born into the Kingdom of
Christ - The Millennium.
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8.1 Capital punishment is implemented when unbelievers cause trouble- after all it has
to be perfect and even perfect ambiance is defiled when imperfect people inhabit.

Isa 11:1 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; fromhis roots a Branch will bear
fruit.

Isa 11:2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him--the Spirit of wisdom and of
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the
fear of the LORD--

Isa 11:3 and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees
with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears;

8.1.1 Notice verse 4:

Isa 11:4 but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will give
decisions for the poor of the earth. He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth;
with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked.

9. When nations refuse to come to worship in the Millennium as the Lord commands -
even in perfect environment there is punishment.

Zec 14:16 Then thesurvivors from all the nations that have attacked Jerusalem will go

up year after year to worship the King, the LORD Almighty, and to celebrate the Feast of
Tabernacles.

Zec 14:17 If any of the peoples of the earth do not go up to Jerusalem to worship the
King, the LORD Almighty, they will have no rain.

10. New Testament Comments:

10.1 With respect to temporal penalties we find in the New Testament no relaxing of the
severity or incidence of implementation.

10.2 The sanctity of human life and private property according to the Mind of Christ (as
has been revealed in both the Old and New Testaments) demands safeguarding.

11. In the Book of Romans Paul emphasizes our job is to comply with the authorities or
else suffer the consequences of "the sword whih establishment Rome wielded so well.”

Rom 13:3 For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong.
Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he
will commend you.

Rom 13:4 For he is Gods servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he
does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring
punishment on the wrongdoer.

Rom 13:5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of
possible punishment but also because of conscience.
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12. In summary then it is evident that punishment in time is recognized in Scripture as
a means to deter crime and is solely the responsibility of duly constituted authority.

12.1 The law isnow only applicable to national entities who desire to have stability and
peace in their land.

12.2 To completely implement the Scriptures relating to capital punishment in the
United States would be somewhat problematic.

12.3 Capital crimes listed in Scripture such as blasphemy, sabbath breaking,
fornication/adultery and the stoning of the incorrigible teenager might be difficult to
administer under our form of government.

12.4 Israel in their day as a Priest Nation had Jesus Christ as their Theoplany and He
communicated directly with the High Priest who passed the Lord's decisions to the
family heads, thus facilitating the adjudication and execution of high crimes for which
capital punishment was demanded.

13. 1 would like to conclude this categaical study with a few comments.

Editorial Comments:

On more than one occasion | have been asked about what the Bible teaches of war and
capital punishment? In most cases the one questioning already has his mind madeup
thinking Christ's teachings would prohibit capital punishment.

Usually their position is based on the commands of Christ Who said "love your enemies,
do good to them who despitefully use you, when struck turn the other cheek etc.”

Loving your enemies," like "turning the other cheek," is a command for individuals in
personal relationships. It is not a command for governments. As individuals we should
pray for our enemies and "turn the other cheek" instead of returning insult for insult.

Such behavior demonstrates supernatural love aimed at securing the offenders
conversion to Christ. But those commands do not mean that we have no right to
personal self defense, nor do they mean that a nation should not protect its people from
other hostile nations or incorrigible criminals like Charles Manson or any number of
serial killers who prey on the weak and the "innocent.”

With regard to self defense, not only does the Old Testament affirm the right to self
defense (Exo 22:2), Jesus himself told his disciples to sell their cloak and buy a sword
(Luk 22:36).

Exo 22:2 If a thief be found breaking up, and be smitten that he die, there shall no blood
be shed for him.

Luk 22:36 Then said he unto them, But now, he that hath a purse, let him take it, and
likewise his scrip: and he that hath no sword, let him sell his garment, and buy one.
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Jesus laer told Peter "put your sword away" so Christ's sacrifice would go forward and
the Scriptures would be fulfilled (Mat 26:54).

Mat 26:52 Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they
that take the sword shall perish with the sword.

Mat 26:53 Thinkest thou that | cannot now pray to my Father, and he shall presently
give me more than twelve legions of angels?

Mat 26:54 But how then shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?

But the very fact that Jesus told Peter and the other disciples to buy a sword shows that
its use at times is appropriate. (By the way, Jesus never condoned the use of the sword
as a means of religious conversion, a practiced Muslim belief. It's impossibde anyway.
Genuine conversion, by definition, is freely accepted. It cannot be coerced.) In Romans
13, governments are said to have a God given responsibility to use "the sword" to protect
their people from harm. This protection certainly extends to ca pital punishment as a
deterrent; to argue it does not deter is specious indeed. A dead man cannot Kill again
and when Biblical capital punishment is implemented (something no longer done in this
country), it does in fact deter.

Rom 13:1 Let every soube subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of
God: the powers that be are ordained of God.

Rom 13:2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and
they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.

Rom 13:3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be
afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same:
Rom 13:4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil,
be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God,

a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evi l.

Paul himself accepted establishment protection when he was in danger (Acts
22:22-25), and Jesus affirmed the right of governments to impose capital punishment,
saying that such a right was given by God (Joh 19:11).

Acts 22:22 And they gave him audience unto this word, and then lifted up their voices,
and said, Away with such a fellow from the earth: for it is not fit that he should live.
Acts 22:23 And as they cried out, and cast off their clothes, and threw dust into the air,
Acts 22:24 The chief captain commanded him to be brought into the castle, and bade
that he should be examined by scourging; that hemight know wherefore they cried so
against him.

Acts 22:25 And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said unto the centurion that stood
by, Is it lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Roman, and uncondemned?

Joh 19:10 Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakes$ thou not unto me? knowest thou not that
| have power to crucify thee, and have power to release thee?

Joh 19:11 Jesus answeredl'hou couldest have no power at all against me,

except it were given thee from above : therefore he that delivered me unto thee
hath the greater sin.
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Joh 19:12 And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried out,
saying, If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar's friend: whosoever maketh himself a
king speaketh against Caesar.

One thing for certain: Chri stians contradict Scripture when they say no war or use of
force by establishment can ever be justified. In a fallen state this world has only one
chance and that is to support the four divine institutions listed in the scriptures and
these are "volition, marriage, family and nationalism." To protect these institutions
often requires force and that force must include capital punishment.
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Doctrine of Christ the Bridegroom The Church the Bride
1. Introduction:

1.1 Before continuing let me call your attention in summary fashion to the differences
between marriage today and the institution of marriage which existed at the time of
Christ and the early church.

1.1.1 Most of you know about marriage today. Youihd your right man or right woman,
go down to the Court House get a license, then find a Preacher or a J.P. have them say a
few words over the deal and bingo you are married.

1.2 It was quite different in antiquity. Marriages were arranged by the Brideds f ami | y .
Often the Groom would find a girl to his liking but in many cases it was simply a
negotiation initiated by the father of the Bride.

1.3 The Bridegroom would enlist his best friend to act as his agent. The agent would go
to the home of the young lady speak with the parents and a deal would be struck.

1.4 The dowry in most cases would be exchanged or promised and thus a marriage
contract was recognized.

1.5 As part of the marriage contract the Groom agreed at some undetermined future
time to come for his Bride. The Groom having to first acquire a house and attain all that
is needed for a secure home.

2. The Bride in the metaphor is the universal church of the Church Age and the
Bridegroom is Christ. Christ is Himself building a hom e in heaven for us as His future
Bride.

2.1 The Agent is the Holy Spirit and the undetermined period is the length of the church
age.

2.2 The Agent of the Groom offers and we accept an offer and acceptance, thus a
contract of marriage. As was themarriage custom of Christ's day we as the Bride now
wait until the Groom is ready.

2.3 The shout of our Lord and the blast from the trumpet of God will signal the
Bridegroom's readiness. We, as the Bride, are Set Apart for Special Service in time awe
wait for the call of our Groom.

1Th 4:16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

1Th 4:17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
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2.4 Now let's see how the Bible uses the analogy Christ the Bridegroom and the Bride
the church.

2.5 The metaphor is first used by John the Baptist in Joh 3:26-29. As we look at its first
use you must be aware this is a negative example.

2.5.1 John is the agent of the Messiah Jesus, the Bridegroom, and Israel is the potential
Bride. Unfortunately Israel will not accept the proposal made by John and thus there is
at this point no marriage. There was an offer but no acceptance.

Joh 3:26 They came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, that man who was with you on the
other side of the Jordan--the one you testified about--well, he is baptizing, and everyone
is going to him."

Joh 3:27 To this John replied, "A man can receive only what is given him from heaven.
Joh 3:28 You yourselves can testify that | said, 'l am not the Christ but am sent ahead of
him.'

Joh 3:29 The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom
waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That
joy is mine, and it is now complete.

2.5.2 Woycliffe in his Bible Encyclopedia has the following to say about Joh
3:26-29. | will first quote and then comment:

"John makes clear early on that he is not the Bridegroom destined to take Israel to
himself as his bride. Rather, he makes clear he is a friend othe Bridegroom. It was the
function of such a man to act as gebetween in making the marriage arrangements."
This is the way it is still done in many Muslim nations. A friend, an agent, will contact
the family of the prospective bride and discussions will ensue and then in many cases a
meeting is set up under a most controlled situation. Usually the meeting is short and
casual. After that first meeting many marriages are then arranged. John was such an
agent for Israel. He introduced them to their Messi ah.

2.6 Lets fast forward: Our agent who arranges our marriage is not John the Baptist but
the Holy Spirit of God. You as a believer of the church age unlike Israel have accepted
the proposal of marriage communicated by the Holy Spirit and we as the Bride of Christ
are now waiting for our Bridegroom to come get us and take us to His home. Back now
to John and Israel.

2.7 The agents joy was vicarious he only participated in the happiness of the groom as
a new family was formed.

3. Let's look ata few points about John as the forerunner of Christ who declared | am
not the Bridegroom, only his friend.

3.1 John's cause had to fade as the cause of Jesus increased. Joh 3:30

Joh 3:30 He must become greater; | must become less.
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3.2 John was a man of mystery. John would have been the reincarnation of Elijah, said
our Lord had there been a national repentance of Israel or said another way had there
been an acceptance of Jesus as the Messiah.

3.2.1 Let's take a look at our Kirgdom dispensation chart so we better understand the
offering and rejection by Israel of the Kingdom.

_FPostponed
Rejected | Kingdom
AQE | Isragl Chnst
One \‘Cﬁuﬁ mburaion| Millennium
AQE : :
One | Israel Christ w Kingdom Eiernal
3.3 John grew up in the wilderness of Judea, and there in approximately A.D. 27

he was called to his prophetic ministry.

Luk 1:80 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the
day of his showing unto Israel.

Luk 3:4 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, saying, The voice
of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lad, make his paths straight.

3.4 The nature of his role is made evident by his early charter and the prophecy of the
angel to Zacharias his father. John could only introduce Israel to Jesus; he could not
force them to accept His proffered marriage.

Luk 1:17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the
hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the
righteous--to make ready a people prepared for the Lord."

3.5 To understand fully these prophecies of John as the forerunner we must analyze and
compare several Scriptures.
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3.5.1 The last prophet of the OT, Malachi in about 400 BC, tells of the need for Elijah to
come first before the Messiah can be offered.

Mal 3:1 "See, | will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before Me. Then
suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his Temple; the messenger of the
covenant, whom you desire, will come," says the LORD.

Mal 4:5 "See, | will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the
LORD comes.

Mal 4:6 He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the
children to their fathers; or else | will come and strike the land with a curse."

3.5.2 In announcing the violent nature of the rejection of the Messianic Kingdom by
Israel, Christ, somewhat in passing, explains the potential of John as the promised
reincarnated Elijah.

Mat 11:12 "And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven
suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force."

Mat 11:13 "For all the prophets and the law prophesied until John."

Mat 11:14 "And if ye will receive it, this is Elijah, which was for to come."

3.5.3 The Scribes of our Lord's day knew the law and its promise of Elijah as a ondition
precedent for the coming of the Messiah.

3.5.4 Both Mark and Matthew tell of the consternation of the disciples regarding
guestions concerning Elijah's coming.

Mar 9:11 And they asked him, "Why do the teachers of the law say that Elijah mu$ come
first?"

Mar 9:12 Jesus replied, "To be sure, Elijah does come first, and restores all things ...
Mar 9:13 "But I tell you, Elijah has come, and they have done to him everything they
wished, just as it is written about him."

Mat 17:10 The disciples asked him, "Why then do the teachers of the law say that Elijah
must come first?"

Mat 17:11 Jesus replied, "To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things."

Mat 17:12 "But | tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but
have done to him everything they wished. In the same way the Son of Man is going to
suffer at their hands."

Mat 17:13 Then the disciples understood that he was talking to them about John the
Baptist.

3.5.5 John the Baptist then would have been Elijah had Israel nationally repented but
since such repentance was not forthcoming John was not Elijah.
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3.6 Before the Second Advent in fulfillment of the law Elijah will return reincarnated as
one of the two mysterious witnesses who will effectively function durin g the early part of
the Tribulation. Rev 11:3-13

Rev 11:3 And | will give power to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260
days..."

Rev 11:5 If anyone tries to harm them, fire comes from their mouths and devours their
enemies. This is how anyore who wants to harm them must die.

Rev 11:6 These men have power to shut up the sky so that it will not rain during the time
they are prophesying; and they have power to turn the waters into blood and to strike
the earth with every kind of plague as often as they want.

Rev 11:7 Now when they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the
Abyss will attack them, and overpower and kill them.

Rev 11:8 Their bodies will lie in the street of the great city, which is figuratively called
Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.

Rev 11:9 For three and a half days men from every people, tribe, language and nation
will gaze on their bodies and refuse them burial.

Rev 11:10 The inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them and will celebrate by sending
each other gifts, because these two prophets had tormented those who live on the earth.
Rev 11:11 But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and
they stood on their feet, and terror struck those who saw them.

Rev 11:12 Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, "Come up here."
And they went up to heaven in a cloud, while their enemies looked on.

Rev 11:13 At that very hour there was a severe earthquake and a tenth of the city
collapsed. Seen thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the survivors were
terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.

3.7 Now let's return to John in his role as the unsuccessful forerunner and friend of the
Bridegroom.

3.7.1 Great numbers of Jews fbcked out to the wilderness to listen to him, from Judea
and the neighboring regions.

3.7.2 Many of them received at his hands the baptism of repentance in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins and accepting the baptism and identification with the King dom.

3.8 John's attitude to the Jewish "religionist" of the day was one of radical
condemnation.

3.9 The existing order could not be reformed; the axe was already being swung to cut
down the Jewish religion tree at the root.

3.9.1 If the Messiah was to be accepted His new platform of grace and forgiveness had
to replace their zealous self righteousness.

Mat 3:5 Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about
Jordan,
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Mat 3:6 And were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins.

Mat 3:7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his baptism, he
said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to
come?

3.9.2 John gave some hard demands to various groups concerninghe nature of our
Lord's Kingdom.

3.9.3 The status quo just would not cut it; there had to be a supernatural spiritual
change.

Zec 4:6 ... This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel ... Not by might, nor by power,
but by my spirit, saith the LORD of the armies.

3.10 The multitudes were expected to walk by faith and not by sight; not unlike that
commanded for us today.

2Co 5:7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.

3.11 A walk by faith would have resulted in a national repentance on the part of Israel, a
kingdom on earth as it is in heaven. Thus the prayer of our Lord as the Son of Man:

Mat 6:10 "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven."

3.12 John denounced the Pharisees and other religious leaders of the nation as a brood
of vipers, trying to escape the flame of divine judgment.

3.12.1 He sternly warned Israel not to rest on their lineage for God was quite capable of
raising up a people unrelated to Israel. A prophecy made not by one but by many OT
prophets.

3.12.2 This of course is exactly what He has done in this our Age of the Church.

3.13 John denied any value in natural descent from Abraham; he called for a new
beginning ... "And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.'
For | tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham."

3.14 As an agent for the Messiah and prospective Groom John came to call out a loyal
and repentant remnant that would make ready for the imminent advent of the greater
than John who was to inaugurate the kingdom.

3.15 To the NT writers John's significance lies in his being Christ's forerunner, an agent
who introduced Israel to their potential Bride groom. The negotiations for now have
failed and the believers of the church age have become the Bride. Do not
misunderstand, Israel is out only for the duration of the church age.
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3.16 The nature and relationship of John's ministry to God's time clock can best be
summarized:

Luk 16:16 "The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of
God is preached, and every man presseth into it."

Mat 11:13 "For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John."

3.17 While unsurpassed inpersonal stature, John was inferior in privilege, said Jesus,
to the lowest in the spiritual kingdom of God.

Mat 11:11 "Verily | say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not
risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he tha t is least in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than he."

3.18 Like Moses viewing the Promised Land from Pisgah, John could only stand on the
threshold of the new age as its herald.

3.19 John like many of his Jewish friends is in heaven today waiting for the command
"fall in and cover down." For those of you who have been in the military you know the
command. After forming up they will await the proper command and then spiritual
Israel with Christ will return to planet earth all dressed up with a spe cial place to go.

3.20 So much with reference to John as the friend of Israel. Now let's take a look at the
marriage procedure of Jesus' day. As you will see there will be certain lessons we can
draw from the metaphor of Christ the Bridegroom and the u niversal church the Bride.

4. No restrictions are stated in the Bible relative to the proper age for marriage. So also
there are many little ones who believe on the Lord Jesus Christ- the age of
accountability varies with the child.

5. The young man who marries is termed in the Hebrew a Bahur, a choice, stalwart in
the prime of his strength; economically secure; this would indicate the male would be
older and well established and thus capable of caring graciously for his younger Bride.
So also ourBridegroom Christ is more than able to take care of us.

6. His bride is said to be a virgin, a Betula, a young maiden attractive and ready for
marriage.

7. The father considered it his duty to secure wives for his sons. God also is not willing
that any should perish. Even hell itself was not created for man but for Satan and his
fallen angels. Mat 25:41

Mat 25:41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed,
into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:
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8. Very often in the middle eastern countries surrounding ancient Israel, the
prospective bride and bridegroom would simply acquiesce to the arrangements made in
the interests of their families.

9. On the other hand, there was opportunity in Isra el for marriages based on courtship.

10. The young man could state his preference and open discussions with her family,
through his agent. Jacob wanting Rachel is an example, thus he opened negotiations
with Laban.

11. Jewish women were not kept seleided as in most Muslim lands.

12. Women tended sheep and some even carried water, gleaned fields and ran family
businesses. Thus young men could themselves look for prospective brides.

13. The selection of the bride was followed by a betrothal.
14. It was a formal proceeding and far more binding than our engagement.

15. In fact the men who were betrothed were already considered to be sonsn-law and
the lady was a bride in all respects except intimacy.

16. A betrothed man was deferred frommilitary service so he could go get his bride
consummate the marriage and live with her in his house for a year. Here they were to
gain confidence in one another and learned about each other.

17. Sexual immorality with a betrothed girl was a serious ciime. So also as those
betrothed to Christ who go "a whoring."

18. The betrothal was ordinarily undertaken by a friend or legal representative on the
part of the bridegroom and by the parents on the part of the bride. Our agent as earlier
pointed out i s God the Holy Spirit who convinces us of sin, he convinces us of the need
for the Bridegroom and then from His grace He makes clear the entire salvation process.

19. The amount of the "gift" or dowry was discussed with the girl's parents and usually
paid at once to her family. The dowry for us was Christ on the cross, a payment totally
acceptable to God.

20. In both ancient Mesopotamia and Israel marriage was a purely civil contract and
not formalized by any religious ceremony. This was true at the time of Christ and the
first two centuries following.

21. While the Bible does not specifically mention a written marriage contract, such
contracts were stipulated in the Code of Hammurabi.

22. Several marriage contracts were discovered among the ppyri at a 5th century B.C.
Jewish colony.
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23. The Mishnah describes such a contract and there it gives minute directions as to the
handling of the dowry.

24. The essence of the marriage ceremony or festivities was the taking of the Bride from
her father's house and bringing her to the house of the Bridegroom or his father. Thus
there was literal truth in the Hebrew expression "to take" a wife. We as church age
believers will meet Christ in the air and from there Christ will escort us to His home in
the heavenlies just as the Bridegroom of Christ's day escorted his Bride home.

25. Very often considerable time lapsed between the contract of marriage and the
consummation of the marriage. The "deal" was negotiated by the agent of the groom
and the head of the Bride's family.

25.1 The time stipulated for the consummation was not specified in the agreement.
Thus also the indeterminate period of the church age and the mystery of the timing of
the rapture has been reserved only to the Father.

26. In formal attire, the bridegroom, accompanied by his friends or attendants, was led
by a band in a festive route to the Bride's house. The angels of heaven will escort our
Lord to that point in the third heaven where we amidst the galaxies receive the formal
attire of our resurrection bodies and then with Him we will fly away to our heavenly
abode.

27. The mirth and gladness of the wedding party announced the Bridegroom's
approach to the townspeople waiting in houses along the route to the bride's house and
on their return to the home of the groom. The bride was beautifully dressed and
adorned with jewels.

28. So likewise in resurrection body in a uniform of glory we will be a sight to see.
People from other ages accompanied by angels will marvel at our appearance. The Book
of the Revelation speaks of our future glory in formal attire.

Rev 19:7 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has
come, and his bride has made herself ready.
Rev 19:8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear."

29. The bridegroom escorted the whole wedding party, now including the bride and her
companions to his own or his father's house for the "marriage supper.” At the wedding
supper our presence will be celebrated as people of prior dispensations marvel at our
manifest glory.

30. In closing our analogy let's look to the epistles for further perspective of our
metaphor Christ the Bridegroom and the church the Bride. 2Co 11:2-3
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2Co 11:2 | am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. | promised you to one husband, to
Christ, so that | might present you as a pure virgin to him.

2Co 11:3 But | am afraid that just as Eve was deceived by the serpent's cunning, your
minds may somehow be led astray from your sincere and pure devotion to Christ.

31. As we await our beloved Savior we must avoid being led astray from our pure
devotion and that can only be done by the consistent intake of the Word under the filling
of the Spirit. Your relationship with Christ is like a marriage in the sense it must get
better every day; and it will get better to the extent we learn more of Christ and one
another. Eph 5:25-27

Eph 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up
for her

Eph 5:26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water of the word,

Eph 5:27 and to present her to himself as a radiart church, without stain or wrinkle or
any other blemish, but holy and blameless.
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Doctrine of Circumcision
1. Circumcision is the cutting away of the useless flesh of the male phallus.
1.1 Circumcision is a training aid designed to teach.
2. The ritual of circumcision is related to:
2.1 A commemoration of Abraham's spiritual maturity,
2.2 A commemoration of God providing the heir of promise, Isaac.
2.3 The dedication of the phallus to only the right woman.
3. Themeaning of circumcision must be learned from Gen 17:221 and its context.

Gen 17:1 When Abram was ninetynine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said,
"I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless.

Gen 17:2 | will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your
numbers."

Gen 17:3 Abram fell face down, and God said to him,

Gen 17:4 "As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many
nations.

Gen 17:5 No longer will you be called Abram; your name will beAbraham, for | have
made you a father of many nations.

Gen 17:6 | will make you very fruitful; | will make nations of you, and kings will come
from you.

Gen 17:7 | will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you
and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God
of your descendants after you.

Gen 17:8 The whole land of Canaan, where you are now an alien, | will give as an
everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and | will betheir God."
Gen 17:9 Then God said to Abraham, "As for you, you must keep my covenant, you and
your descendants after you for the generations to come.

Gen 17:10 This is my covenant with you and your descendants after you, the

covenant you are to keep: Ever y male among you shall be circumcised.

Gen 17:11You are to undergo circumcision , and it will be the sign of the covenant
between me and you.

Gen 17:12 For the generations to come every male among you who is eight days old must
be circumcised, including th ose born in your household or bought with money from a
foreigner-- those who are not your offspring.

Gen 17:13 Whether born in your household or bought with your money, they must be
circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an everlasting covenant.

Gen 17:14 Any uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be
cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.”

Gen 17:15 God also said to Abraham, "As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call
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her Sarai; her name will be Samah.

Gen 17:16 | will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. | will bless her so that she
will be the mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her."

Gen 17:17 Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, "Will a son be born to
a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?"

Gen 17:18 And Abraham said unto God, O that Ishmael might live before thee!

Gen 17:19 And God said, Sarah thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call
his name Isaac:and | will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting covenant,
and with his seed after him.

Gen 17:20 And as for Ishmael, | have heard thee: Behold, | have blessed him, and will
make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes ( see Gen 25:1315
for their names) shall he beget, and | will make him a great nation.

Gen 17:21 But my covenant will | establish with Isaac, which Sarah shall bear unto thee
at this set time in the next year.

3.1 Circumcision is related to the promise and the commemoration of the four
unconditional covenants:

3.1.1 Abrahamic Covenant Gen 12:13; 15:1210, 12, 17 and 18; 17:11 and Gen
22:16-18.

3.1.2 Davidic Covenant- 2Sa 7:1016
3.1.3 Palestinian Covenant- Eze 20:33-37 and 42-44; Gen 1518-21
3.1.4 New Covenant- Jer 31:3%40

4. In Gen 17:211 God reaffirms the Abrahamic Covenant, Palestinian and the Davidic
Covenant with the ritual of Circumcision.

4.1 At this time at the ripe old age of 99 Abraham is given the heir of the promise, Isaac,
who is born that very year to his aged wife Sarah.

4.2 This is not a new promise but like all blessings for time God will not bless unless
their is capacity for the blessing.

4.2.1 Capacity comes from Bible Doctrine resident in the soul.

4.3 You must have a cup if God is to pour goodness and mercy; God recall is glorified
when He pours.

Psa 23:5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my
head with oil; my cup overflows.

Psa 23:6 Surely goodness and love will follow e all the days of my life, for | will dwell
in the house of the LORD forever.

98



Isa 30:18 And therefore will the LORD wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and
therefore will he be exalted , that he may have mercy upon you: for the LORD is a
God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him.

4.4 Promises of an heir, numerous descendants, extensive land, a descendent on the
throne forever, a promise through the seed of Abraham to bless the world and a people
who in the Millennium would show the rest of the world how to live can be found many
places some of which are:

Gen 12:1 Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy
kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that | will shew thee:

Gen 12:2 And | will make of thee agreat nation , and I will bless thee, and make thy
name grea t; and thou shalt be a blessing

Gen 12:3And | will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth

thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.

And then: Gen 15:1310; 12, 17 and 18

Gen 15:1 After these things the word of the LORD came unto Abram in a vision, saying,
Fear not, Abram: | am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward.

Gen 15:2 And Abram said, Lord GOD, what wilt thou give me, seeing | go childless, and
the steward of my house is this Eliezer of Damascus?

Gen 15:3 And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one born in
my house is mine heir.

Gen 15:4 And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, This shall not be
thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir.

Gen 15:5 And he brought him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell
the stars, if thou be able to number them: and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be.
Gen 15:6And he had earlier believed in the LORD; and he had counted it to him for
righteousness.

Gen 15:7 And he said unto him, | am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the
Chaldees, to give thee this land to inherit it.

Gen 15:8 And he said, Lord GOD, wherely shall | know that | shall inherit it?

Gen 15:9 And he said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of
three years old, and a ram of three years old, and a turtle dove, and a young pigeon.
Gen 15:10 And he took unto him all these,and divided them in the midst, and laid each
piece one against another: but the birds divided he not ...

Gen 15:12 And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and, lo, an
horror of great darkness fell upon him ...

Gen 15:17 And it cameo pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold a
smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between those pieces.

Gen 15:18 In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy
seed have | given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river
Euphrates:
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And then: Gen 22:16-18

Gen 22:16 And said, By myself have | sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done
this thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son:

Gen 22:17 That in blessing | wll bless thee, and in multiplying | will multiply thy seed as
the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall
possess the gate of his enemies;

Gen 22:18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth beblessed; because thou hast
obeyed my voice.

4.4.1 There were later in Scripture many enhancements to the promises showing that
the unconditional covenants extended to the heirs of Abraham.

4.5 Capacity for life comes from being positive to the Word of God.

4.5.1 Abraham and Sarah had grown in grace by repeated testing; they finally had
capacity for their special blessing.

4.6 Circumcision was therefore a sign of Abraham finally getting enough doctrine to
enjoy his special son Isaac his unique heir.

4.7 The circumcised phallus would from this point in time be an iterative memorial and
sign to commemorate Abraham's maturity and the need to grow in the faith as a post
salvation demand of God.

5. Circumcision is a memorial to spiritual growth and is only a ritual of remembrance; it
was a poignant reminder of God's promise to Abraham as a mature believer.

6. That it does not commemorate Abraham's salvation but is rather a post salvation
commemoration of maturity is made clear in Scripture.

6.1 He had already believed for salvation in Gen 12:13 (see above) and as recorded in
Gen 15:6.

Gen 15:6" And Abraham had earlier believed in the Lord and God counted it to him for
righteousness.”

7. Circumcision even when Israel was still under the conditional covenant of the Mosaic
Law was not a product of the Law but a product of faith in Doctrine.

Rom 4:13 It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the
promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by
faith.

8. This act on the part of Abraham is used by Paul to differentiate how Abraham
obtained spirituality by means of faith and not by the Law.
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Rom 4:20 Yet Abraham did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God,
but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God,

Rom 4:21 being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised.
Rom 4:22 This is why "it was credited to him as righteousness."

Rom 4:23 The words "it was credited to him" were written not for him alone,

Rom 4:24 but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness--for us who believe in
him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.

9. Today in the Church Age, thanks to the Mystery Doctrines provided to us in grace, we
know to call the sign of the commemoration - circumcision " temporal
sanctification "

Jam 2:14 Expanded Translation:

"Now | want to ask you, my fellow Jewish believers, where is the benefit if a person says,
"l have faith and yet this faith lacks inherent power to produce? Can faith without
inherent power deliver anyone? As a fact, the answer is a resounding no! "

10. James provides a negative example showing how important it is to have an object of
faith which can produce because of its inherent power.

10.1 James makes the point- for salvation the object of the faith must be Jesus the
Christ; for temporal salvation the object of faith must be God's Word.

Jam 2:19

"Come now my friends, many of you are Deist believing in one God; you think you do
well, don't you know that even the demons know there is one God and they tremble and
shake in absolute terror."

11. Abraham in the Gen 17:411 account believed God and Circumcision was a
commemorative of that point in time when the promise of God became more real than
reality.

12. Moses almost dial because he did not circumcise his youngest son.

Exo 4:24 At a lodging place on the way, the LORD met Moses and was about to kill him.
Exo 4:25 But Zipporah took a flint knife, cut off her son's foreskin and touched Moses'
feet with it. "Surely you are a bridegroom of blood to me," she said.

Exo 4:26 So the LORD let him alone. (At that time she said "bridegroom of blood,"
referring to circumcision.)

12.1 This scenario tells us how important the commemoration of post salvation growth is
in the eyes of God

13. Another example of the importance: "Only circumcised males could take part in the
Passover Celebration”.

Exo 12:48 "An alien living among you who wants to celebrate the LORD'S Passover must
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have all the males in his household circumcised; then he may take part like one born in
the land. No uncircumcised male may eat of it.
Exo 12:49 The same law applies to the nativeborn and to the alien living among you."

13.1 The Passover celebrated the national blessing of Israel and since national blessing is
dependent on a pivot of mature believers in a nation, God chose to make circumcision a
requisite for Passover participation.

14. True circumcision comes from a renewing of the mind and not by the cutting away of
useless flesh.

14.1 Circumcision for the Jewish legalist had become one of many rituals distorted by
the Scribes.

Act 15:1 And certain men which came down from Judaea taught the brethren, and said,
Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved.

Act 15:2 When therefore Pad and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation
with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should
go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question.

14.2 Some made circumcision a requisite for @lvation and for others it became a
requisite for spirituality.

14.3 They failed to remember it was only a sign to teach and to commemorate
Abraham's maturity.

Jer 6:10 To whom shall | speak, and give warning, that they may hear? behold, their ear
is uncircumcised, and they cannot hearken: behold, the word of the LORD is unto them
a reproach; they have no delight in it.

14.4 In the early days of the Church Age circumcision became very divisive and a party
of Jewish legalist headquartered in Jerusalem became known as the Circumcision Party.

Gal 2:8 (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision,
the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:)

Gal 2:9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceivethe
grace ... given unto me, they gave Barnabas & me the right hands of fellowship; to go
unto the heathen, and they to the circumcision.

Gal 2:10 Only they would that we should remember the poor; the same which | also was
forward to do.

Gal 2:11 But whenPeter was come to Antioch, | withstood him to the face, because he
was to be blamed.

Gal 2:12 For before that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but
when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing them which were of
the circumcision.

Gal 2:13 And the other Jews dissembled likewise with him; insomuch that Barnabas also
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was carried away with their dissimulation.

Gal 2:14 But when | saw that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of the
gospel, | said unto Peter bdore them all, If thou, being a Jew, livest after the manner of
Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why compellest thou the Gentiles to live as do the
Jews?

Gal 2:15 We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles,

Gal 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of
Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the
faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh
be justified.

Gal 2:17 But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found
sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid.

Gal 2:18 For if | build again the things which | destroyed, | make myself a transgressor.
Gal 2:19 For | through the law am dead to the law, that | might live unto God.

Gal 2:20 | am crucified with Christ: nevertheless | live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:
and the life which | now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gavehimself for me.

Gal 2:21 | do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then
Christ is dead in vain.

15. In Ephesians Chapter 2 Paul makes clear that there are some who err with reference
to circumcision. He also makes clear that there is now a oneness between Jew and
Gentile because Christ in His spiritual death fulfilled and satisfied the Law and its
ordinances.

Eph 2:11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called
"uncircumcised" by those who all themselves "the circumcision” (that done in the body
by the hands of men)--

Eph 2:12 remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from
citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and
without God in the world.

Eph 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near
through the blood of Christ.

Eph 2:14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the
barrier, the dividing wall of hostility,

Eph 2:15 by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His
purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace,

16. The Circumcision Party was a recognized cadre of troublemakers.

Tit 1:10 For there are many unruly and vain talkers and deceivers, specially they of the
circumcision:

17. In the Church Age circumcision has no real significance except as a training aid.
1Co 7:18 Is any man called being circumcised? let him not become uncircumcised. lany
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called in uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised.
1Co 7:19 Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the
commandments of God.

18. Notice how strong Paul feels about the heterodoxy of ritual circumcision.

Gal 5:2 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ
will be of no value to you at all.

Gal 5:3 Again | declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated
to obey the whole law.

18.1 Circumcision although implemented before the coming of the Law was later
codified by Moses in the Law.

Lev 12:2 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a woman have conceived seed, and
born a man child: ...
Lev 12:3 And in the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin shallbe circumcised.

19. In the Church Age the baptism of the Holy Spirit at the moment of faith in Christ is
our "circumcision without human hands."

Col 2:10 And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:
Col 2:11 In whom alsoye are circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in
putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ:

Col 2:12 Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the
faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

Col 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he
guickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses;

20. Circumcision is used analogously:

20.1 of a command to move tospiritual maturity and stop being negative to the
overtures of God,

Deu 10:16 Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiff necked.

20.2 to describe the implementation of the New Covenant when Israel enters the
millennium,

Deu 30:5 And the LORD thy God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers
possessed, and thou shalt possess it; and he will do thee good, and multiply thee above
thy fathers.

Deu 30:6 And the LORD thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy seed,
to love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest
live.

20.3 to define a true Jew.
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